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AN INTRODUCTION TO CAMEROONIAN PIDGIN
41111

STUDENT'S BOOK e'°

Revised Edition (1983)

PREFACE

/ 1 UI

An Introduction to Cameroonian Pidgin, is part language
course consisting of a Student's Book, a.Teacher's and a Pidgin/
English- Epglish /Pidgin Glossary.

The Teacher's Manual vas conceived and written during the Summer
1881 in-country language training program in Cameroon, with the Student's Book
following one year later, during the 1982 program. The present edition of
the Student's Book is. a revised, expanded version of the `original, including
three additional leSsons, a short gran7mar reference section and a collection
of proverbs. It is designed to be used together with the Teacher's Manual
and Glossary in a course or tutoring program, ho may easily be used
separately as a self-study guide and reference. The Pidgin-English/English-
Pidgin Glossary, currently nearing completion, trill appear in 1984.

As-with many Peace Corps language materials, countless people -
Trainers, Volunteers and Trainees alike - have contributed to this final.
product. To all these people, our sincere thanks. They, no doubt, were
motivated by the same forces as we vere: the strong need for a practical Pidgin
tpurse for Peace Corps Waning and tutoring programs, but also a deep respect,
idmiration and fascinatiEn for the genius of the Pidgin language to which, again,
so many people and cultures have contributed in their turn.

David BELLAMA
Solomon NINELE
,Iteeph YUDOM

Yaounde, August, 1983



INTRODUCTION

Pidgin.'-is.believed to have started bddk in 'the 15th
century with the arrival of the Portuguese on,the Agtican coast.
By the 17th century many other.Eutopeanand African ethnic
groups had begun using it in their contacts and transactions
with each other and had contributed to its development. By the
.19th century-- the period of its greatestexpansion-- 'idgin
was being used in West Cameroon, much of Southern Nigeria,
Fernando,Po, Sierra Leone, numerous other Africancoastal areas,
and some inland areas. As :a- trade language-- "a language of
contact"-- Pidgin has borrowed from different quartersthrough.
the centuries. Many -of the earlierborrowings, from Dutch,
German and Portuguese to name a few, have drifted into disuse,
but some Still remain.. For example, the following words from
.Portuguese' are still very current in Pidgin:

pikin from "pequino", meaning "child"

dash from "dache", meaning. "gift" or "tribute" 1

sabi from "saber", meaning "to know"

palaba.from)*palaba", meaning "conference", "discusiion"

African languages, too, have contributed immensely
tothe Pidgin vocabulary. The following words are but a few

examples ; a complete list would fill a book..

.wahala - "trouble"

kwa "bag"

kwankanda "bachelor", "uselesi fellow"

nayo - "slowly"

thoyo - "male in-law"

munya - "female in-law"

ashya - "greetings", "sorry"

kongosay - "gossip"

njamanjama - "greens"

nyanga -:"ostentation"

.
ngondele - "young woman"; "girl"

potopoto - "mud", "mud mortar"

Although the Pidgin vocabulary, on the whole, is

derived from English,i the word "derived" must be emphasized.
Many words which have an equivalent meaning in both languages

have ,.quite different pronunciations.

/ 1.
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wita - "water'

Aka. - "ask'

:arata -

ayon.-
\

bondru - "bundle"

gron 'ground"

Sidon -to sit", "t4 sit 'down"

Many other Pidgin words, While-clearlyderived from
English, have changed in taken on new meanings quite
different from the original-root.word.

husay (from 'which side") 7."where"

chus - "to choose', but also "toexcuse'
chop - "to eat"

6

v4\

dray - "dry" but also "skinny"

skin - "body'

foseka (from "for the sake of") -'because"
frobay (from "forby") "to miss", "to lose the way"

fayn (from "find")- "to look for"
note the reversal, of

luk - (from "look) - "to find" J meanings
kolhat - (from "cool the heart") - 'sweetheart'

komot - (from"come out") - "to come from'

buk - (from "book") -'"bodi", butalso "letter";' or anything
written

manhan' (from "man + hand") - "right", "right hand"

wumanhan (from "woman + hand") -"left hand'

memba (from "remember") - "to think oft, "to think about",
as well as "to remember"

motofut (from "motor + foot"), - .

tanap (from "stand up") - "to stand up", but also "to stop"

soso (from the word "so") "continually"

),

Tones, too, are a very important
basic tones, a high one ( A ) and a low one
languages, a 'change in tone will, often bring
For example:

bill means *barber" while
V
baba means "father"

element. Pidgin has two
( ). As in many African
a'change in meaning.

means 'real", "proper", "correct" while
' pd' means "pawpaw (an African fruit)

gemeans."to go" ; while

gameanii the accompanying v.erb is in the futup tense.

04
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Tones need not discourage'the learner. There hre "tones"
in every language. In English you may say the same sgptence:

I .am late.

I am late?

and mean entirely separate thipgs.

Pidgin's.tones and its own very distinct "accent" or
"cadence" combine to-..give it a unique, African sound quite unlike
English. To be understood, you must speak Pidgin in a way people
are used to hearing it.

You can say:

"I day go for market"

with a fine American accent and makeno sense at all to your li'stenez..
Butt

A
"A *Ae go fo

Nt
maket"

will be understkd by any Pidgin speaker.

The important thing in learning Pidgin isto listen
carefully how things are said and "sing" them back in the same way.

Probably the most essential point to remember about
Pidgin is that it is not English. Nor is.it"Broken English" Or
"Bush English", as it if often called. It is its own language, an
African grammatical structure, African concepts,an Afriaan accent and
African tones.
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PIDGIN SOUNDS AND THE ALPHABET USED IN THIS BOOK

Since. Pidgin is not really a written language, it has no
formal alphabet. The alphabet used in this book was chosen for
simplicity and for feasibility on .a normal typewriter. It should be
noted (and is below) that some letterb may have more than one sound.

VOWELS., 4,
-

Pidgin letter
.
' Pidgin example English meaninv-

ar _1) like the "a "` in "fat", "man", "back"
,

man ----_ . (man)

bak . (back)
)

fat (fat)
o 7

2) like the "a" in "father",
,
"bar"

na (no
.

w) '

ba (bar)

baba : , (father)

e . 1) like the "e" in "bed"

bet .
4 j (bed)

get (to have)

het (head)

i

7.

.11

J.

2) like the "a" -in , "make ",. "lee"

et. (eight).

mek (make)

Mistek (mistake)

1) like the."4," in "sit", "fit"

fit e. (to be able to)

.stik

wib

(tree, stick).

(with)

2) like the "ee" "keep", "see"

si (see)

kip (keep)

bi (be.),

-always ;like the "0" in "rd " "hOpe".

,-go (go) .

V

so.

bar

.

. A

(80)

(friend)
r '

0,



o-. -always like the "o" in "bore", "sorry"

or the English "aw" in "law"

fo (for)

lo (law)

do' ...16;t0)
Amp

Mike the "doe in "book"4,"look"

4 buk .(book)

luk. , (logtk)

put. (020
,,
A,

.,

2)like."oo" "hoot", "boot"

du ,., , (do,),

.c.' Yu . (you)

to- i toO3

.0

le

A

9



COMMON VOWEL COMBrNATIONS

Pidgin letters

. and

ia

fr

,

ya,ye.

CONSONANTS

a

.Pidgin example Mulish meaning)

- like the "Ow" in "cow", "fowl'

, WA (cow)
...

fail]. , (fowl);

haus (house)
,

- like the "i" in "like",'",fine"

laYlk- . (like)

fayn . .(fine)

tay (tie)

day
.

(die)
,

- like in the words "Leah" or "Tii"; note
that the accent is on the i (ee-ya)=1

bia-bier- .(hair)

ia (ear)

,pia (avocado pear) :7

- a dialect variation of "ia", above ;

again the accent is on the i (ee-ye) '3'

bie-bie (hair4-variation

ie (earl-variation .

(avocado pear)-variation

- like the "ia" and "le" above, but the
-4.-

'accent is on the second letter:

ya Or ye.

fye-or fye (fear)

dya (or) dye ( °dear" = expensive)

hya (or) hye (here)

-

_The following. consonants are pronounqed just as in,, Eliglksh:'.

f

.:

b

d

h

i.

0

1

r

V



Special cases:'

n

j

'1

n

always hard, as in get-, gather'

.

... always likepe I ieljam°

- always liketthe.1 of like (never like the "11" Of wall)
always' like "se of pass never like the "s" of rose)

.

*ever like the "g"
George

-

qh - as in chtirc4 ..

...

sh -
,

as hsip- ".

- as in swing, ring

ny - as in onion

One final reminder on Pidgiri'orthography. It seems 'that no" 'two
people write Pidgin the same way. Different sources use different
systeMs and even within the same system a. word mightappear in'varied
forms.\The latter may happen be se a.word may,have more thanone
pronunciation, according to regiori:

rod = rat = ;road"

gron = g aun = "graun"

ha = hau "how"

huskayn = wi)hkayn = "what kind"

beni = beri

stik = sit

flop =. fulo

weti =wetin

gud = gut=

"bury"
0

k= "stick ", tree"

"to fill up ", "to be full"

0
on and pract
worrying abo

0

"what"

good"'

ith suchfpossible variations, it. is important to concentrate
ce'catchinq sounds and reproducing them, rather than
t how to write them.

441
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Dialove
tunas: AM moninl

David: Menin,

Lucas:.:Ha.na?

David: A de fayn. fo yu?

Lucas: Mit to a de jayn.

-Ye. nem na wetil-

David! Ma nem na

ft on nem as weti?-

Lucas: Ma nem na Lucas.

Husay -yu komot?

David: A komot fo America.

Vocabulary .

gut: good

a: I

-10

a de:I am

fayn:fine, good

yu: you

'LESN 1

fo: Fo has many meanings.. In the

"about". In, "A komot fo

mi tu: I also ; me, too

ya: your

morning!

Aiming!' .

.

How-axe you?

I'm fine. How about you?

.I'm fine also.

Wht is your name?

. gy name is David.

Whaelis your name?.

My name is Lucas.

Where are you from?

Itai from America.

xpression, "Ha'fo yu?" it means

it means "from".

ya nem:your name

na: is

weti (wetin): what (literally:what thing)

Mal. my

ma nem: my name

ya on nem: your name (literally: y'our

to put emphasis on "your"),

busty,: where (literally: which side)

II.

"On" (mown ) is use4 thus

. .

5)

..I ''.?:;! i.,
i
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kcimot: come from (literally: come out)

Hussy yu komot? : Where doyou come from?

A komot fo Aderika: .1 come from America. (Note that here

14A" means O'from". )- m

3. Other. Typical, Exchanges

a) A : We lke Welcome (really means:' greetings
on your arrival)

B: T49 yu (tonic yu). Thank ,you.

_A: 'Ha u de? How are you?

B:" A wel. I am 'Well. I am fine

b) A: Gut aftanun.

. B: Tag yu.

A : Huskayn nyus ?
4

B: No bat nyus.

t) A: Qut ivnin. 1

0 .. B: Ivnin, Ha na?

Al A wel. Ha fo'yul

8: A de fayn.

4. 'Notes

a) Greetings accordihg to the time of the day:

Gut monin. Good morning.

4 I

s

4

lipond afternoon.

Thank you.

Whats tie news?

Nothing.bad. (i.e. every
thing's fine.)

Oood.evening.

Good evening. How are you?

I'm well. How are you?

I'm fine.

Monin.
/

Gut aftanun. Good afternoon.
\ 4.Aftanun.

Gut ivnin. Good evening.

Ivnin. t

Any ofuthe above can be answered by the every phrase repeated
back, or by "Tour yu" (i.e. you- are thanking the person for his/her
greeting --a very current practice in Pidgin)

I

14
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b) Welkom

This Pidgin expression has a broader meaning than the English
"Welcome", and is heard muchmore often in conversation. It is a
normal greeting to a person who arrives in your home, in your office,
in a place where you are sitting, or any place where you are installed
and the other person joins you.

It is not just used to greet people arrivingfrom a trip.
The person may just have joined you from across the street. "Welkof
means, naturally enough, that the arrivingperson is welcome. The
response is always "Tal) yu".

(Note however that Pidgin speakers donot use "welkom" AMU&
response to "Thank you", as is the practice

in
/

IP

I

SI

3

'
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1. Dialogue

Lucas: David, a salutl

David: Task yu, Lucas.

Ha yu de?

Lucas: A wel.

Ha wok?

David: I dewaia fayn.

LESSON I

d

David, I greet you!

Thank you, Lucas.,

How are you?

I'm well.

How is work?

It'd going welI.

Lucas: Weti yu kam du fo Kamerun? What have you come to do in.
Cameroon?

David: A kam tich fo kolej. I've come to teach school.

Husay yu le wok? Where do you work?

Lucas: Mi a de wok fo pos ofis. Myself, I work at the Post Office

David: I fayn. That's fine.

Lucas: Oke. A de go. OK,. I'm going.

David: Olrayt. Waka fayn. Alright. Go well.

Lucas: Tag yu an welkam fo Kamerun. Thank you and welcome to Cameroon.

2. Vocabulary

Salut: To greet

wok: to work

waka: numerous meanings, including: to walk, to travel, to go,

to succeed, to journey.

is it, he; she.

I de waka: could mean: "It works", "It is working right",

"He/she/it is travelling."

I de waka fayn: It's working fine; it's going well.

kam: to come

du: to do

fo Kamerun: In Cameroon (It'could also mean: to Cameroon).

tich: teach

16,
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'Lesson 2

Kelej: secondary school

21rayt: .alright

ens and
I.

3. More typical _greetings and variations

A: :A salut:

B; Ta9 yu.

Ha yu slip?

A: A slip fayn.

Ha famili? -

lB: Dam wel.

0

I greet you.

he" yar.

How /did ilu sleep?

I, slepwell.

How is (your) family?

,1 They are well.

4.t Vocabulary

slip (silip; shlip): to sleep

kamili (fambru): family

de, den: they

pikin: fhildren (child)

ha pikin?: How are (your) children?

5. Typical leave-taking expressions

Wake fayn: go well

(shido5) fayn: stay well (literally: lit down ate)

Sid 29 (ihid2q): to sit, to sit down, to live (in a place),
-to reiain, to stay

6. Exercise: Answer the following questions:

1. ta nem na weti?

2. Hussy yu kgmet?

3. Ha.nar

4. Ha yu de?

5. Ha f2 yu?

6. Ha w2k?

7. Weti yu ken du fo Kamerun?

17



Lesson 2

8. Hussy yu de wok?
9. Ile yu slip?

10. Yu de wok?

A.

- 6

no*
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LESSON 3

1. Text

David na "trainee" fo Piskop.

I de sido9 fo Mbalmayo.

de go fo klas evri de fo len
French an Pidgin.

Fo ivnin taym, I de chop plenti.

Afta dat, I de du i homwok.

I de slip fo elevin oklok.

2. Vocabulary

Daid is a trainee in the Peace
Corps.

He is stayinrin Mbalmayo.

He goes\to clasi every day to
learn-French and Pidgin.

In the evening he eats a lot.

After that he does his homework.

He goes to btO at eleven o'clock.

na: You have already seen "na" used to mean "is". Anot r form
of "na" is "bi". "DOJO bi trainee fo Peace Corps".

sidoi3 (shidoi): to stay,'live, remain, dwell temporaril;,to sit

fo: (see Lesson 1, Vocabulary).. Another meaning of "fo" is "to".

fo klas:

fo skul:

evri de:

td class; in class

to school, in school at school,

every day

len: to learn

ivnin taym: evening, evening time

chop: to eat

afta chop: after eating

fo elevin oklok: at eleven o'clock

wich taym; (hustaym): what time

3. Answer the following questions on.thetext

1. David na weti?

2. Husay i de side)?

3. Hussy i de go evri de?

4. Weti i de du fiivnin taym?

S. Weti de du afta chop?

ich aym i de slip?
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4. Grammar: Present Ten with "de" and sub ect Orono ns

The subject pronouns n Pidgin are (with variations in parentheses):

Singular:

a -I

yu you

he/she/it

,Plural:

we' We

-wuna (wine) you

dem (de) they

The present tense in Pidgin is usually indicated by thepresence of the
small word "de".

Subject 4-verb A normal yresent tense structure

Examples:

A de ste fo Bamenda.

Yu de chop.monki.

I de wok plenti.

Wide kam evri monin.

Wane de len fayn.

Dem de sidoi fo Kumba.

I live'in Bamenda.

You are eating monkey.

He works a lot.

We come every morning.

You are learning well.

They are living in Kumba.

Note that the "de" form in Pidgin actually translates several English
meanings:

Present Progressive (Action in progress)

I de chop

I de kam.

Habitual

He is eating (right now).

She is coming (right now).

I de chop plenti. He eats a lot (though he is not necessarily
eating now).

I de wok evri de. She works every day (though she is not
necessarily working right now).

The present tense negative is formed by using " no de
'

Kt
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Lesson 3

Examples:

A no de ken:

I ao de hye Pidgin..
6

4:

Yu no de go?

Wi no de drink mimbo.

Dem no de tok Pidgin.

5. Gramiar: _Question Lords

Below are some of the question yordp in Pidgin:'

b

t
I'm not coming.

He doesn't understand Pidgin.
(literally: He doesn't hear
Pidgin).

Aren't you.going?

We don't drink alcohol (wine).

They don't'spiallifidgitit

Husay?

Weti, (wetin)?

Wicti taym ihukaym)?

Ha (hau)?

HU? Husman?

Way? (Fgseka weti?)

Wich-kayo (huskayn)

Wich (hus?)

Examples:

Husay i komot?

Weti wuna .de du?

Wich taym den de go?

Ha yu de?

Hu de tich Pidgin?

Way yu no de slip?

Yu layk etch kayo chop?

Wi de go fo wich plea?

6. Vocabulary

wekop: to wake up

drink (dris)( to drink

rayt: to write

Where
What?

When?

How?

Who?

Why?

What kind?

Which?

Where is she iiaom?

What are you doing?

When are they going?

How are you?

Who teaches Pidgin?

Why aren't you sleeping!

What kind of food do yoYlike?

Which place are we going?
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bay: to buy.

luk: to look at; to ind

si: to see

:tok: to talk

:Nye: Xo.hear; to under tend.

h to. bother

kari: to carry
.

.ate: to live, to live at, remain (used very much like "sidoi")

tea: to rest

nak:* to knock, to* l it", to befit

layk: to like: A,

b,

plea: plide-

makeis.market

.mimbot- usually refers to alcoholic drinks (beer, wine, palm wine, etc.)
but can also simply refer toany drink , hard or soft.

r

swat mibot: soft drinks (literally: sweet drink)

haua: house

.

Answer_the following Questions orally in Pidgin:

Widh.taym7u de'wekop fo menin taym?

2: Yu.layk wick kayo chop?

3. retf-de hambok.yu plenti?

yu de bay fo, maket?

,de hye Ewondo?

*say wont de ate? 4,

tko.with'taym wuna de enta fo klas?
"e v.

.

V
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6

1. Grammar It More forms of. the verb "to bc" In Pidgin

. ,

The English verb "to be" can be exiressed.in
several differenways in Pidgin, according to meaning.or context.

. -s

O.

O

You have already seen the word "de" as a form of "to be",,,whinit is used as an auxiliary to a verb.

A 411go.

I de chop.
I an going.

He/She is eating.

.0
6

C,

.

"De" in this context is a tense marker; it indicates that the action ispresent - that it is going on at the preseht time. In later lessons,you will see more uses of "de".

In this lesson, two more forms of, the verb "to be" are introdu9ed:"na" and "bi".' These two words are used to identify people or ob'ekts,that is, to say who or whatthey are.

Examples:

Na buk dis.

(It is a....

That is. a.....

He is....
to,

They aren't.... etc.)

Na nyu shet.
u.

Peter 'na big man.

Peter bi big man.

Na fayn rod dat?

No, no bi fayn wan.

Na w2wo rod.

This is a book, (literally':
It is a book, this)

It is a new shirt

Peter is an important person.
Peter is an important person.

Is that a good road?

No, it is not a good one. f

It is a bad road.

Though "na" and "bi" mean the same thing, they are not alwaysinterchangeable. Note how in certain situations one form is used,while,in another, the other.foirst is used.

23
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Affirmaive.

.ly
Peter na Aar
Peter bi, big man t

"1140 only

1PAP fay n haus. '

,

in ffirmative statements:

11.

0

Na" cam be used.with, persons or obects.

is-used only with'peksons:

In negative statements:

"No bi" isealwaysised. ("Na" never appears in the neiative.)

Finally, note that you can use "na" and "no be-without a subject
or pronoun preceeding them.

Na ot man. He is an old man.

No bi yos man. He is not a young man.

in this sense they can mean "He is....", "She is...," "it etc.

With"be, however, you need a subject or pronoun before..

bi 21 man, He is an old man.

Negativ4,

'tno bi",

v.

-Peter n2bibguiak
,

46O
:

. .

n2.

a.

0

2. Grammar II: The Plural Maiker "Dem"
/

"Dem" is used as a plural marker when
follows the word it modifies.

Exanplesl

a) singular: Na buk

plural: Na buk.dem die.

b) singular: Na woman die.

plural: Na wuman,dem die.

c) singular: Dat man de dans.

plural: Dat man.dem de dans.

no number precedes the noun. It

This is a book.

These ar, books.

This is a woman.

These are women.

That man is dancing.

Those men are dancing.

24
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3. Grafter' III

"Get" means "to have", "to possess". Its negative form is
"no get". Note that it needs no auxiliary ("de") in the present
tense.. 1,

Ricmples:

0
A get moni. I have money.

Yu get moto ?. Do you have a cai?

Dm no get kago. They don't have any baggage.

.Wi no get chop. We have no food.

"get" is verridiomatic in Pidgin and is found in many. expressions.

I.get bele,

Dem,no get sens.

I get mot.

A get moni

Yu no get chans.

Bele no get Sonde.

4-

4, %Grammar IV: Comparisons

She is pregnant..

("she'has a belly")

They are stupid.
("they have no sense")

He is loud-mouthed.
("he has a mouth")

I am rich.

You'are unlucky.
(" you have no luck")

The belly doesn't get a day off
(a "Sunday").

Si6ple comparisons are made in Pidgin by using the word "pas"
(hmore than..." or "past...")

Dis rod lain pas dat wan. This road is better than that one.

Douala big pas Yaoundd. Douala is bigger than Yaoundi.

Ren de fol fo Kamerun pas It rains more in Cameroon thanin Chad.
Chad.

Dat mambo dye pas ol. That beer (wine, etc.) is more
expensive than all others..' (or)

That beer is the most expensive.

A. Nouns

chyel chair

ashet: shirt.

trdsa trousers,
pants.

buk: book

botul (botru): bottle

tebul (teb21): table

25
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Les. son 4

Alias shoe*

bie-bie (hia-bia): hair

kwa: bag, sack

.

neni: money

ngongo: tin can

stik: tree, stick

bifr any kind of animal

fawl: hen; cock

dok fawl: duck

fut: foot, leg

han: hand, arm

B. Adjectives

nyu: new

ol: old

yos: young

big: big

smol: small, little,
a'little

-14-

404.

ol

Man : 'man

wuman:, woman

graun (gron): ground, floor
earth, world

market'maket:

poket: pocket

rum: 'room

moto (motua): cat, vehicle
e

bush: bush, forest

bush bif: wild animal

rot (rod): road

kago: goods, merchandise,
baggage

$

trot): hard, difficult, strong

dye: expensive

klin: clean

doti: dirty

tayt: narrow

fat: fat ret (red): red

dray: thin, dry 4..,

grin: green

loth: long . blak: black,

shot: short ,' pienti: much, a loto.
fayn: good hot: hot, upset

wowo: bad, ugly kol: 461d, calm

kayn bit kayn: vied, different somkayn: strange

1--..-

6. Review Text for Lesson 4. .

David de mitop witi Masa Fru fg rot:

(David meets up with Mister Fru on the road)

Davila: Fru! Ha na? Fru! How are you?

Fru:_!Fayn bo, ha fo yu?

4

e, I

V.V. 1

fy

Fine,'mY friend. How are:yoti?

0

-a



David: Ha to a de fayn.. 'Ha 12
ya woman an-Oikin-dem?

Frus em 2f de fayn

David: Husay,yu de go so?

Fru: A de go mi fo Bambui maket.

David: Way yu de go f2 BaMbui?
. Bame4a no get malce?

Fru: I geelua. But makatnd!m de
kayn-ba-ken..--

,David: Bambui maket fayn pas

Fru: No, Bamenda fayn pas.ol.
Na big-big maket. I get
plenti kago.

.David: So way yu de4Oyu
f 2 wowg.maket?

Fru: NQ bi vivo maket.

Na bush maket. I get
plenti bushbif.

David: Bamenda n2 get bushbif?

Fru: I get am, bet i dye plenti
.

fo Bamenda. Bushbie
no dye fo Baibui. A,de go'
mi fo bay,bushbif.

David: Na so. Olrayt: Waka fayn,

I'm fine, too. pow are:your
wife and childri4?

They're-all well.

. Where are yOu going like that?

I'miksine to'the Hambuf market.

Why are yoa going to Bambui?
'Doesn't Bamenda have 4 market?

It does,h4vPA But markets are
different.

7. Notes on the Text

In expressions such as:

a de go mi...

yu de go yu...

The second pronoun (mi, yu) is simply

4
.

Is the Bambui market. Setter than
the Amend* -one? #

No, .BamendagiS better than any.
It's a huge market. It has
Jots of merchamdise.

So wby are you going to a bad
market?

It's not a bad market..

It is a bush*market.' It has a
lot of bush meat.

Amends doen't have bush meat?

It does, brut it's expensiire in
Bamenda,. Bush meat isn't
'expensive in Bambui -rit going
'to buy bush meat. 4

Okay. Have a good, trip

. 4

put in for emphasiAt

f

V

1.
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LESSON 5

1. Text

Mists Fru me klak fo po
fa Mbaljyo.

I sari to woman an i get
sevin pikin.

Di nouba wan woman i nem us
Matina.

Matina bon fo pikin: tars

pikin an wan woman pikin.

Di nalba to woman i nem na.
Menjana.

4WJana bon tri pikin. 21 i
pikih na woman pikin.

'Mists Fru .i papa an i
dem de fo Bamenda.

I papa i nem na Papa Fru an i
mama i non na Masi Fru.

Dih na Mists Fru i famili.

0

Mr. Fru is a clerk at the
,Mbalmayo post office.

Be. has two wives and seven
children.

The first Wife's'name is
Matina.

Matins has(bimme).fourthildreni
three boys and one girl.

The second wife's name is
Menjana.

Meitjana has (borne) three children.
All her children are-girls.

Mr. Fru's'father and mother
(parents) are in Bamenda.

His father's name is Papa' FrU and
his MOther's name

This is Mr'FrU's famity.

a

4.0

a

I.

1
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2. Vocabulary
N

Mists; Mister; Mr.

klak:

sari: to marry, to lta married (to)
nomba wan (fes): First. Adjectival numbers, or positions,

are indicated in Pidgin by adding the word
"flambe " before the figure. Thus "mobil tu"
(sekon): second; "nomba trim.: third; "nomba ten":

eI tenth.

wumAn: woman, wife

bon: give birth

the

dis: this

opikin: child

man pikin: male child, Soy

woman pikin: female child; girl

papa an mama: parents (this can also mean "father and mother")
-o: or

3. Questions an the text

1. Hussy Miami Fru de wok?

2. Wich kaynyok Mists Fru de du..fo'pos ofis?
3. Ma meni woman Mists Fru sari?

4. Dem nem na weti?

5. Hu bi nomba wan wuman?

6. Ha meni pikin di 'iamb* wan wuman bour
7. Dem nem na weti?

8., Hu bt nomba tu wan?
9. Ha meni pikin di nomba tu woman bon?

10. Dem film na weti?%

11. Mists Fru get ha mani man pikin-dem?
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12. I get ha meni wuman pikin.dem?

13. Mists Fru i papa an i mama dem de fo Mbalmayo? Husay dem de?

14. Mista Fru i famili big o i smol?

4. Vocabulary II: Numbers

1. wan 6. siks

2. tu

3. tri (tiri) 8.. et (eyt)

5. fayv (fayf) 10. ten (wan tali)

N.B.: In certain parts of the country (Douala, Nkongsamba and most
Bamileke areas) the unit "ten" is referred to as "tali".

11. elevin (wan tali wan). 16. sikstin (wan tali siks)

12. twef-(wan tali tu) 17. sevintin (wan tali sevin)

" 13. tetin (wan tali tri) 18. efin (wan tali et)

14. fotin (wan tali fo) 19. nayntin (wan tali nayn)

15. fiftin (wan tali fayf) 20. twenti (tu tali)

21. twenti wan (tu tali wan)

22. twenti tu (tu tali tu)

30. teti (tri tall).

100. wan hondret; 110n; (ten tali)

165. wan hondret an sikati fayf (sikstin tali fayf)

1000. wan tosin (wan tauaii); wan to

5. Grammar I: Possessive adjectives

Possessive adjectives in Pidgin alwaysprecede the nouns they
qualify. They are:

Singular Plural

MA my vi our

ya your wuna your

his/her/its dew their

30
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Na ma buk dis.

NI ya shet
This is my book.

This is your shirt.

0'

I pen de fo tebul.
His pen is on the tabli.

WI, chop de fo pot.
Our food is in the pot.'

Wuna fren..dem de fo haus. Your friends are in the house.-
..;Na dem pikin-dem dat. Those are their children.
.Na John i buk die.

This is John's book.
Na Nancyj_ That is Nancy's table.
Na Mary an Tom dem papa dat. That is Miry and Tom's fatiber.

'When a person or a noun is the possessor, "i" (singular) or "dem"(plural) must,come between' the possessor' and the noun.
Na ma moto die.

This is my car.
But: Na ma kombi i moto dat. That is my friend's car.
Na wi haus dis.

This is our house: -
But: Na Mary an Tom dem haus dat. That is Mary and Tom's house.

6. Grammar II: .Possessive Pronouns

Possessive pronouns in Pidgin are formed by simply adding the' word "on"(like the English word "own ") to the possessive adjectives above.
Singular

Plural

ma on: mine wi on: ours
ya on: yours wuna on: yours
i on: his/hers/its dem on: theirs

Examples:

4
No bi ya buk dis.

Na ma on.

Ma nem na Mary.

Weti bi ya on?

Wi moto de ,fo rod.

Hussy dem on de?

This isn't your book.

It's mine.

My name is Mary

What's, yours?

Our car is on the' road.

Where is theirs?

3
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7. Questions

A number of questiod words were presented in the Grammar Section of
Lesson 3. Another way of asking a question is simply te raise the 0
intonation of the last word of a sentence.

le

Na ya tebul dis?

Na i pencil dft?

Na wuna.buk dem-dis?

8. Drills

A) Model sentence: Na ma haus.

Is this your table?

Is that his pencil ?,

Are ,these your books?

-ltr34,111.......-*41110013.10.1.f.1420104.1.3411[

wi Na wi haus.

Joseph Na Joseph i haus.

wuna

Mary.

Joseph ad Mary
a

ya

1118.

0 Model sentence: A de go fo ma kontri.

Wi Wi de go fo wi kontri.

yu

ilucas

Lucas an Marie

Wuna

Elisabeth
r-

Dem

A

9. Vocabulary III:(Silpplementary)
'

brodal' :brother

sista: sister

man(masa): hueband

big papa: (gran papa): grandfather'

big mfmi:(gran mama): grandmother

OP. 32
F.
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papa: father

mama: mother

onkul (mama /papa i brittle): uncle

anti (mama/papa'i sista):. aunt

moyo:' male in-law, brother-in-lim

munya: female in-law, sister-in-ilawl

mbanyi: co -wife: In a polygamous tome the women (wives) are
"mbanyi" to each other.

N.B.: Pidgin does not use words likeJephew, niece.. Nephews, nieces,

- mains. are_ called " broda/ or "sista". Other variations would

include:

Ma mama i sisti i pikin. My aunt's child (cousin) r

Ma broda i pikin. My brother's child
(niece, nephew).

.

10. Exercise:

Translate.the following sentences into Pidgin:

EXample: This is my book. Na ma buk dis.

OW These are your brothers. Na ya broda-dem dis.

1. This -is my shirt.

2. That is his chair.

3. Those are her sisters.

4. This is our class.

5. Those are your books.

6. This is Ronald's money.

7. This is Mary's aunt:

8. That is (name of trainee)'s,table

9. This is mine.

10. That is theirs.

A

11. Assgnmeit for omorrbw

Prepare a small presentation of your family,including the

following information:

Your name, job, where you are from.

2. Whether your family is large or small.

'.3. Your parents' names, their jobs, where they. are.

4u Your brothers'/sisters'.names; their jobs, where they era.



1. Text: John na Volontie

A)

LESSON 6

John na volontie fo Pis reps.
I de'wok fo Kepreav fo Mbouda.'
Mboudi-de To WesProvas.
I no fawe'f3,Bafoussam,

B) John de wekop evride fo siks
oklok. I de wosh i mot, den i
woiR i sknt 1 de wye klos, deni
I drink ti. Alta dat i de go fo
wok. I de wok wit plenti fame
fo Wes Provins.

FQ twef oklok, wen wok finish,
i de go kwik-kwik fo haus
oseka se i de hye hongri bat.
Wen i chop beleful, I' de slip
fo son sote to yklok, den i go
fo wok egen.

D) Wok de finish fo haf fayv fo
ivnin. Wen John rich haus,
i de muf klos. I de wye
spots klos fo ple futbol.

E) Fo ivnin taym John de hye
iedio o i rayt leta fo i
kolhat fo Bamenda. I de slip
fo elevin oklok fo nayt.. Taym
we i de slip;-i di mamba i
kolhat.

2. -Vocabulary

lcopretiv: cooperatives
0

Uwe: far away

skin: body

klos: clothes

John is a Peace, Corps Volonteer.
He works with the cooperatives
at Mbouda. Mbouda is in the
Western Province. It's not far
from Bafoussam.

John gets up every day at six
.o'clock. He brushes his teeth
and then takes a bath. He puts
on his clothes and then eats
breakfast. He goes to work after
that. He works with many farmers
in the Western Province.

At twelve when work is done, he
hurries home because he As very
hungry. When he's eaten to his
fill, he Lies in the sun until
two o'clock then leaves for
work again.

Tbe work day finishes at 5:30 p.m.
When John gets hose he takes off
his clothes. Atchanges into
his sports cldWes to play football:-

In the evening, John listens to
to the radio or writes to his
sweetheart in Bamenda.. He goes
to bed at eleven p.m. While in
bed, he thinks of his sweetheart.

4

wekop: to get up

wosh: to wash

mouth

ti: teao( "ti" is usually used to include whavis taken during
breakfatt, be it coffee, cocoa, tea, etc.)

fame:, farmer

kwik-kwik: quickly, hurriedly, in a hurry

wit (witi): with

34
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sote (sute): until

haf fayv (haf pas fayv): half peat five
v. .muf: take off; remove; take away; ,(also, "goawayl")

pipol (pipul): people

wich taym (hustaym, huskayn taym): when
way (foseka weti): why

bikos (foseka se): because

swit (shwit): sweet :

spots klos: gym shorts; sportswear, sports attire
kolhat: sweetheart (i.e., the one wild mikes your heart cool and nice).
memba: to think about; to remember; to recall
evri de: every day,

.

futbol: football

3. Questions on the Text.

1. Hu bi-John?

2. Husay_i de wok?

3. Husay Mbouda de?

4. Mbouda fawe fo Bafoussam? I fawe fo Yaounde?
S. Wich taym aohn de weku evri de?
6. Na wetin i de wosh?

7. I de drink kat fo monin taym?

8. Wen i drink ti, hussy i de go?

9. John de wok wit wich kayn pipol?

10. Wich taym wok de finish fo zonal?

11. Husay John de go wen wok finish?

12. Foseke witi i de go fo haus kwik-kwik?
13. Won i beleful, wetin i de du?

.

14. I de slip sote tri oklok?

15. Weti i de du afta slip?

*6. Wich taym wok de finish fo aftanun?
17. Way John de if klos fo aftanun?

18. Weti John de du fo ivnin taym?

19. Hussy Jobn i kopat del

20. Wich taym JOhnde slip?

21. Taym we i de de mobs i mama an i papa?
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4. Qrammar - Several more usagii of the. word "de"

A) "Der, used-as a verb by itself, serves as a. "locator "; that is,
it tells whale', persons or things are.

Exam2lesi

A de fo klase

Dem de fo ba.

Wuna de fo KuMba.

San Francisco de fo America. San Francisco is in America.

Hussy ya kolhAt di? Where is your sweetheart?

B) In addition to being a marker for the present tense, "de"
also indicates habitual actions, as we have already seen.

I'm in clause'.

They are in the bar.

You are in Kumba.

Examples of present and habitual tenses:

A de sing.

. de chop.

Wi de laf;
%

We are laughing.

Yu dedri4 ti evride. You diink tea everyday.

Dudley .de drink Bofot.evride.

Susan de rayt lfta evride.

Yu 4e slip fo son evride. You lie in the sun everyday.

C) "De" at times is an indicator of a subsequent action.

Wen + Subject + Verb Subject + "de" + Verb
(finished action without "de"), (Subsequent action),

Examples:

Wen a driz ti, a de go fo wok.

I'm singing.

He's eating.

Dudley drinks Beaufort everyday.

Susan writes letters everyda.

After drinking tea, I go to work.
Wen John slirt, i de memba i John dreams of his sweetheart

kolhat. after he, goes to sleep.

Wen a chop, a de res. I' rest after I eat.
.

N.B.: You will have noticed that the verb "to be" cadbe repres,nted
by three forms in Pidgin: "na", "bi", and "de". Knowing when
and how to use any of the forms depends slot on practice.
However, it will help if you know that ne."and "bi" can be
followed by a noun'or an adjective while "de" is usually
followed by another verb or 'a preposition.

36
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lumpiest

John na volontie fo PiskE0s.

A bi fayn

A de fo haus.

1 de wok plenti

Sueplementary Vocabulary

rent rain

kofi: coffee

ovaltin: ovaltine or chocolate

fut: foot, leg.
.

bed (het):' headO

John is a Peace corps Volunteer. ("1111)

.1'm a goodteacher. (adjective .+ noun)

I'm in the house. (proposition)

He/she works a lot. (verb)

bie-bie (bia-bia): hair

nek: neck

bele: 'stomach, belly

finga fo han: fingers

flags fo fut (tos): toes

mbanblic(banja): ribs

bak: back

chest chest

fee (feys): face

ie (ia): ear

nos: nose

tit: teeth, tooth

tog: tongue

han fiend, era

las: buttocks

drink

bele fulop (f,,elle ful): full stomach, aat to one's fill
de (e.g. A de de): there Ma there).
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6. Exercise' I

Anbver the following questions:

le Hussy Philadelphia de?

2. Husay Bafoussam de?

3. Foseka wed wuna de fo

4. Wich taym wuna de wekop fo monin?

5. Husayoya big mam&de?-

6. Wetin yu de chop fo monin?

7. Wich taym wuna de go fo klas?

8. Wuna de wuna hameni fo klas?

."

*

.

I

9. AhliaY yahaus de? :

.ii .

10. Yu de ple wich kayn gem fo hye?"-

7. Exercise II

Complete the following sentences inyour own wards using do".

Example: Wen a wskop, Men a wekop a de wish ma tot.

1.* Wen a muf kloa,. ....

:
613

44.

2. Wen a rich fo haus,

3. Wen a komot fo wok,

4. Wen klas finish,

5. Wen nayt rich,

6. Wen wi moni finish,

7. Wen ma mama veks,

8. Wen yu get wun fo fut,

9. Wen ran fol,

10. Wen a pas examneshon

41

I.

8. Exercise III

Answer the following questions in Pidgin:

EXuiple! What do you do After Wen, a w2sh ma skin, a de
your bath? wayp ma skin.

1. What do you do when you get up in the morning?

2. 'What do you do after eating in the, evening? .

3. How do you, feel when class is over for the day?

4 ,

I

1
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4.. What do you do when you take off youriclbtlies?
5. What do you do when the weather is nicer.0

r'.

:Assignment

For the next
a Trainee".
the training

presentation

r

Z,

class, prepare a presentation on "A Day in 1;41 Life ofYou should describe your actions on atypic day atcentre. (It may be a weekday or a weekend). Yourshould follow a chronological order.
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1.
1. Dialogue: Public Holiday 1

Lucas: Tumoro na poblik

.Skul te go bi.

David: As skul no de tumor°,
'la go wekop fo shap-chap
monin. Mi an ma kombi
go go },bush.

Lucas: Weti wuna go du fo de.?

David,: Wi go go fo maket
ma kopbf i top.

Lucas: Meti wuna go du afta?

David: A go saki ma kgmbi i
family.

Lucas: Yu go slip flo bush?

David: Noro, a go kam bakAo
Mbalmayo fo ivnine

Lucas: A beg, yu go brig me
(lop fayn tin fo chop.

David: Olrayt. If bushbif de
To maket, a go bri3 yu
fiiyn wan. Ha fg yu?
Weti yu go du tumoro?

Lucas: A go slip mi di hol de.

David: I fayn. A wan go fiks
kago. Wi go si smol tars.

2. Vocabulary

a111

tumoro: tomorrow

poblik holide: public holiday

skul: school, classes

as: since, as

shap-shap monin:

kombi (bo; fren) :

bush:

D.

Tomorrow is a public holiday.

There will be no classes.

Since there's no class tomorrow,
I will get up very early in the
morning. My friend and I will
go into the country.

What will you do there?

Wo'll go to the market at my
friend's village. .

What will you do after that?

I will meet my friend's family:

Will you spend the night in the country?

No, I shall return to Mbalmayo in
the evening.

Please, will you bring something
nice to eat for me?

All rightn if there's game in the
market, I'll bring a nice piece for
you. What about your What will you
do tomorrow?

I shall sleep the whole day.

That'scfine. I want to go arrange
my luggage. See you soon.

very early in the morning (see the section on adverbs)

friend

word has several meanings depending on thecontext.
n stand for: farm; forest, country, bush. It can

a1 3 serve as an adjective.

If
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a.

bush 4shwai4-kaul-fawl, etc.):. wild' (pig, cow, hen/cock, etc.)
'labia to meet (it usually 'means: to knoell

somtiA: something

'hol: 'whole; hole

fiks: arrange; pack; repair

smol taym: soon
0

'bush hif: gems

du: .tondo g

tons' hone; village; tem

kam bak: to return

'A beg: please (I beg) ,,

fayn: _nice, fineLgood

' wan: want

kago: luigagi, load

I wan4 alone, by oneself

0 *41.

o.

questionss.on the Text
fa

1. :

Skul go bi tumoro?

3.- Wich ,kaym David go wektp?

4. Way i go wekgp foshap Shat vain'

.1. I gb go fo bugh i 'wan? Mina hu gc go fo bush.
6. 'Watt dem go du fix bush. 4-

7. Dem go, go analyst -ft, hnssy.

. 8. Afta IE$ket, dem go kate bak dardt I ilbalnasyo?.

'9: David go' slip fo bush?

103' Wich aym David go ksa bak fo libal uayo?

11. 'Wets i go brig Lucas?

-12. WetiLucaa(go du tunorqf
.

10. Way ,i go slip di hol

14.. Weti'David wan go du eau?

40%

.

Woi dem io ant

15. Wich ism dem go si egen?

41
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4. Grammar; The Future Tense.1.0~www.

The future tense in Pidgin As
before the verb.

0

Present

a) Subject + de + verb

b) Subject +'bi + noun

Examples

Present

11) A de rayt leta.

I de chtp koko.

Wuna de len Pidgin.

Dem de go fo,maket.

brA bi trainee.

-30-

A

1,i

formed by adding the auxiliary

,

Future

Subject + go +

Subject + go It bi. 1oun

,..

Future

A go rayt leta.

-0I go chop koko.

Wuna go.len Pidgin.

Dem go go Jo
_
maket4

A go bi trainee. ,

I I'goo

'Peter bi drayva. Peter go bi drayva.

N.B.: In the sentence: "Dem go go.-fg Basket ";, the second "go". is the
verb "to go" while the first ':go" is the futuremarker. The
second "go" is pronounced with a higher pitch thanthe, first.

The future tense with,"go + verb" in Pidgincorresponds to "shall/will +
verbu'In English. .It is a general future tense.

There is also a kind of immediate future in Pidgin,which is used when
you are literally "on your way" to.do something rightaway. This is formed
by using the combination: Subject + de so + verb.

Note the following comparison of forms:

Present

,A de ple. f am playing.

Wuna de fayt. You are fighting.'

I de ku She's cooking.

Immediate Future

A de go ple.

Wuna de go fayt.

I de go kuk.

I

0

I'm going to play (right away).
I'm on my way to play (right away).

You're going to fight (right away).
You'reonyour way to.fight (right away).

She's going to cook (right away).
ihe's on her way to cook (right away).

42
O
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7317

A go ple. ,I will play. (could be fairly soon in-
Wuia go fayt. You will fight. the future; could be
I go kuk.

. She will cook. fairly distant).
,,,,4k

Negative (Future; Immediate Future)

The negative of the Future Tense (....go...) and the ImmediateFuture (...de go....) is formed by adding "no" before "go" apd"de go" respectiVely.' o
Examples

a) 1. A go. ple.
A no go ple.

2. Wuna go fayt. Wuna no go fayt.
3. Igo kulf.

I no go kilk.

4. Dem go kam.
Deml,ne.go kam.

5. Yu go chop.
Yu no go ch?".

A ng de go ple.
1. A de go pie.

2. Wuna de go fayt. Wuna no de go fayt.,
3. I de go kuk.

no de go kuk.
C'Dem de go swim. Dem no de go wwim.

5. Grammar: Emphatic Pronouns

Emphatic'Prono4ns, as the name suggests, are pronouns that arc"used to emphasize nouns or other pronouns. The following arethe emphatic pronouns in Pidgin:

Singular Plural

mi (miee) myself ,wi (wisef) ourselves
yu(rusef) yourself wura (wunasef) yourselves
i (isef) himself/ des (demsef) themselves

herself/
itself.

Examples

a) Ago Slip mi di hol de. (myself) I will.sieeP the whole day.
b) Dem de'go dem stool taym. They (themselves) will be leaving soon.
c) John de ple i futbol.

(He) John is playing football.

rJ
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6. Grammar: Adverbs

Often, adverbs are fopmed by doublingwords in Pidgin, that is
a word is repeated twice., Examples:

ol ol

nau nau (na na)

kwik kwik

wel welb

smolsmol

sofli sofli

fayn fayn

t troll

shap shap,

Examples:

Wasa Tom de waka kwik kwik. Mr. Tom is walking quickly.

Ren 'de fal trs troll It's raining hetvily.

Wet mi, a de kam nau nau. Wait for me, I'm coming immediately.

7. 'Supplementary Vocabulary

afta tumor° 4 the day after tomorrow

afta yestede i4 the day before yesterday

neks wik next week

neks,mun next month

nits yie, next year

koko cocoyam

Monde JKandty

Tiusde Tuesday

Wenesde Wednesday

Tosdi Thursday

Frayde Friday

Satude Saturday

Sonde

completely.

immediately

quickly

really well

gradually

slowly, quietly

real'? fine

steadily, heavily, unceasingly

very early

Sunday (In 4rtain areas especially
in the Northwest Province,
there is a "Kontri Sonde").

44
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8. Exercise I

Change the following sentences into the future. You can use one
of the following time markers: alts tumor°, asks vik, asks ammo etc.For'examplet A de res. .

1. ,Davtd de by bush bif fo Lucas.tas.
2. John de mamba i. kolhat.
3. Lucas an David dem de go fo bush.
4. Den de'sidoi fo chye.
S. Wi de drink nimbolo ba.
6. Wi de kam bak fo Foumban.
7. I de veks plenti.
8. I no de slip fo bush.
9. A no de wok tudeii:r -- -

.10. Yu de rayt let

A go res. (or) 4 go res tumor°.

9. Exercise,II

Change the following sentences into negative statements:t.For example: A go drink ti. A no go drink ti.1. Ago go fo vraket.

2. Shirley go chop bushbif.
3. Yu go drink kofi?
4. Dem go slip fo twef Oklok.
5. Yu go stil bi "trainee" neksmun?
6.' Wi go chop rays afta tumor°.
7. Wuna go 'go fo klas: tumor°.
8. Jim go go fo Berton*.

9. Karim go brig redio.
10. Olu go rayt bdk.

10. Exercise III

Answei the following questions: /
'1. Weti yu go du afta tumoio?
2. Weti wuna go chop fo ivnin?
J. Wich taym wuna go drink akimbo?
4. Weti yu go4bi wen yu go bak f2 Anerika?

45
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Husay yu go bi wen "training" finish?

6. Weti yu go du UP ye "post"?

7. Hu go bi president L Amerika maks taym?

8. Yu go stillkbi volontie afta tu

9. Wich kayn kloa yu gd we fo Sonde?

10: Wich kayo wumaniman yu go mad.?

go

.o

11. Assignment

For the next class prepare a short presentation on any of the
following topics:

a) How you will spend the next week-end.

b) What you will do during the next holiday.

'c) What you hope to do at your post.

d) What you will do,when you return to the States.

e) What you will do when you are old and rich.

I

A

ex,

p
46



LESSON 8

1. Dialogue Night Out

Lucas Kwa-kwa fo 'hye'l

Na hu de de ?David

Lucas :

David.:

Na ei bo, na Fru.

Ah, ma kombi, enta fo
Ekus na. Ha di ivnin
de wake ?

Lucas : I de waka fayn. An as
man de shayn plenti, a
tin as ,layf de fo
autsayd plenti. Mk we
go drini smamimbo fQ_
ton..

David ti.) Ah hafA layk am. Onli
se amoltin de hambok mi
As aim go finish sea
tam a de jam moan-

Lucas : No wori. Na mi a go pe.

Na fayn tin dat.
yU bo. Wet mek a tek
ma sweta.

Dairid

Lucas : Yu fit lef sweta. Kol

fp,..A14Serh_,___
David.: Olrayt. 'Vi fit go.

Yo which be yu MA go ?

Lucas : A tin ae vi fit go fg
MONGO BETI.

David : Mosso Beti get
,f 71 myusik an kol
mid Mak vi begin go.

2. Vocabulai

S

Is there anyone in ?

Who's there ?

It's me, friend ; it's Pru.

Ah my friend, come right in.
How's the evening going ?

It's fine. And as there's
bright moonlight, I think there's
a lot of !'action" outside.
Let's gq have a drink in town.

Ah ha f. I like that But there's
one small thing bothering me.
Since the month is nearly over
I'm broke.

Don't worry. I will pay.

That's nice of you. Thanks.
friend. Hold on elle I get
my pullover.

You can leave it. It's not A
cad-outside.

All right. We Can go. Which
bar do you want to go to ?

I think, we can go to ileNCO BETI.

t4

Yes, there's good music and cold.
drinki at.Mongo Beti. Let's
get moving.

Kwa-16a : This ii traditional.. It' a reproduction of the 'soundmade
when one knocks at a door. it simply means : "knock knock" or " Is
there anyone in ?".

a tin se :,/ think.. ; I guess ..

Layf : Generally, it:means "lila" though there are a few variations
in meaning. E.g. "Layf tre : Life's difficult.
"A de chap layf" : enioiing myself. "Layf s

There's plenty of "action" ; it's lively.

S.
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autsayd (opsayd) : outside ; out

smol t small, little

onli se : only thaC ; except that

hambok1: to worry, to diSturb, to trouble

jam : a) to lack (A Jamison°. (A jam mono : There's no car)b) to have an 'octant (Moto jam mi : I was hit by a vehicle)
wort :. to worry, to bother, to trouble

1

fit : to be able to ; Can

kol : cold

mek.: : Let ..(imperative, see grammar below)

3. Questions on the Dialiosue

1. Na hu de fo Davidli do ?

2. Weti i de tok ?

3. Way i de tok so 7

4. Ha di-ivnin de wake fo Lucas ?

5. Ha' di mon de ?

6. Ha yu sabi se of pipol,no de slip fo ton ?
7. Weti de hambok David ?

8. Weti Lucas wan du ?
4

9. David i tu layk fo go ?

10. Way i jam moni 1

11. Way Lucas tok as "No wori" ?

12. Weti .David. wan we. fo go fo ba ?

13. Way i fit lef meta to haus 4

14. Way di kombi-dem,wan go fo Mongo Set/ ?

4. Grammar e Imperative

Pidgin ha imperative or "command", foris :

a) The first is used to tell (order, command, ask...)
tomeone to dcymmethIng. As in Engliah,no special

form is needed, you just say the verb.

Tanap I
N Stand up !

Qo fo do I Go to the door !

TOn skin ! Turn around !

Ram,bak to chye I Come back too your haird
4

4.

.4



LESSON 8

'Sido91

Chop 1
.

?id !

A

Sit down I

Eat 1

Beat ie, 6o sway!)

Negative

For the negative, add "no" before the verb.
No sidos!

Don't sit down !
No chop t

Don't eat I
No hambok mi ! Don't bother me !

"Wuna" form

Add "wuna" if'you want to let,irour
listeners know you are

addressing more than one person.

Wuna tanap" ! . Stand up I ("you" - plural)
Wuna itsp I Eat I (you' -. plural)

tek tars ! Be careful I ("you" - plural)
'Wuna no hambok mi I. Don't bother met ("you" - plural)
Wung no komot

Don't leave ("you" - plural)
N.B. : The above forms are the simplest way to telniomeone to

do sompthing and are very commonly used in Pidgin.
b) The torsi "mek" + pronoun + verb'corresponds to the English"Let...." (Let's go !) or "...should..."

(We should go!).It. is a little
more polite, having more -the character ofa suggestion rather than a comoand. Note that it can beused with all pronouns.MOIMINSMO

Mek a go fo maket.

Mek a salut ma'kombi

Mak'wi bigin go.

Mek wi go fo haus.

Mek yu chop

kl Mek yu res wool

Let me go to the market.
I should go to the market.

Let me great my, friend.
I sl ould greet my. friend.

Let s get going
We .hould get going.V

Let s go home.
We should go home.

Sat 1
You should eat.

Rest a little.
You should rest a little.

Mek WW1* 'kern bak. fo Come back at five o'clock. (Plural)layV oklgk.
YOu ahould,c6me back at five o'clock.
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Mek wuna enta fo klii

Mek i wet seal

Mek i rayt i nem

Mek dem go kwik-kwik

Mek dem len French

Negative

For the negative* put "no" between the pronoun and the verb.

Mek 'a no foget Let me not 6rget
Mek wuna no fayt. Don't fight.

You (plural) should not fight.

Mek i no let. Let him not be late.
He should not be late.

Mek yu no hambok mi Don't bother me.
You shouldn't bother me.

Go into the classroom (plural)
Tins shoild go into the classroom (plural)

Let him wait a. while.
Be should wait a while.

Let her write her name
She should write heg name

s Let them go quickly
They should go quickly

Let them learnFrench
They should learn French.

N.B. : Note that in some #idgie dialects and in fast spokenPidgin
in general, the "k" of melt is often swallowed.Hence you
will often hear :

Me a begin go

Me wuna no fayt

Me i no let

Let me get going

Don't fight

Let him not be late.

5. Grammar II : Auxiliaries "Sabi", "Wan", and "Fit".

a) Sabi - As an auxiliary, "sabi" means "to know how to" (often
expressed by "can" in English). It indicatesthat you have the
skill or knowledge to do a certain thing.

0
Note that neither "sabi" nor the other atipiliaries listed below
require the marker "de" in the present. They can be used without it.

CI

Examples :

A sabi tok French

I sabi drayv moto

I know how to speak French
(I can speak French)°

He knows how to drive
(He can drive)

50
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Wi sabi dams Nikko's*

Yu no'sabi plegita

b) Wan - The auxiliary "wan"

Examples

A wan g fo ton.

I wan bity-klos
.

Dan wan bi presidento
fo Amerika

Wi no wan go fo ba

-We know how to dance Makossa
(We can dance Nakossa)

You don't know how to play the guitar
(You can't play the guitar)

means" want" or "would like to ".

I want to go to town

She wants to buy a dress

Dan wants (would like) to be the
President of the United States

We don't want to go to the bar.

c) Fit - The auxiliary "fit" means "can" or "to be able to".Note that where "sabi" indicates that you have 'the skillor knowledge to do something, "fit" indicates whether
you are physically (or legally) able to do something.

Examples

A fit kart dis tebul.

Yu fit marl to wumen.

A fit bit yu.

Wi no fit chop ten elefan.

Note the difference between "sabi" and "fit"

A sabi drayv, bet a no fit 'I know how to drive, but I can'tdrayv fo dis wowo' rod. drive on this bad road.

I can carry this table.

You can marry.two women.

I can beat you up.

We can't eat ten elephant.

6. Supplementary Vocabulary

tanap : stand up

tam skin : turn round

tok : to speak, to talk

rum room

drayv : to drive, to send

1uk to cook, a cook

kari : to carry

palava : troublet.problem

dans : to dance ; a dance

'snek : snake

monki (sombo) : monkey,

plenti s a lot, many

away



7. Exercise I :

Complete the following sentences using "mek" :

Example : Tude nd maket de, Tude na maket de, mek a go fo maket.

1. A hongri bdt,

2. A taya plenti, 0

3. Die rum doti plena
4

4. Tude na Sonde,

5. Taym nau na sevin oklok,...

6. Wi get plenti moni,

7. Tude na holidd:

8. Ma trosis doti,

9. Joe de hoigri mimbo,

1).

Kol de fo autsayd plenti,

8. Exercise I/

. \

ti
Answer the following questions.:

1. Hu wan bi president fo Amerika neks taym ?

2. Darekto fo Pis Kops fit ple gita ?

3. Ya papa sabi tok French ?

4. Ya papa wan kba fo Kamerun ? I

5. Kissinger fit bi president fo Amerika ?

6. Weti vuna wan chop tude ?

7. Weti yu sabi du, bet yu no fit dm, am ?

Fo wich kayn kontri yu fit go 1

9 Weti wuna wan du tumor° ?

10.\\Hu sabi kuk fufu kon ?

0
9. Assignment

Imagine that you are the Director of the trainingprogram. You
have to-make rules (Do's and Don't's) for the trainees and!trainers.

. Write out these rules using "mek".

t
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?

Francis Ema-kWa. Is thareapone in ?
David Mt hu dat ? Who is it ?

Francis : Na sa. It's me, sir.

David Wet mmol a opin yu do. Hold on, let me open the door
for you.

Francis : Gut monin sa. Good morning, sir.

David : Out sonin. :Hotta fohaus. Good morning. Come in.

Francis : Tank yu sa.
t Thank .you sir

David : Weti a fit du fo yu ? What can I do for you ?

Francis:A hye se yu de fayn I hear you are looking for a
hausboy. Na di tin mak personnto work in the house. That's
mi a km. what made me come. (That's why I came)

David :

Francis

DaVid :

Francis

David :

Francis

. David :

Francis

David :

Na tru. Ya nem na yeti ?

: Mk nem na Francis

Husay yu de ste ?

: A de ste fo O1 &mita

Hamani yie yu de ?

: A de twenti-tu yie.

Yu BMA' swip haus ?

: Yes sa, a sabi.

Yu sabi w2sh klos an
anon am ?

Francis : Yes sa.

David : Wich kayn chop yu
sabi kuk ?

Francis : A sabi kuk bita lif
sup, a sabi kuk okro
an a sabi kuk fau.,
A sabi kuk plenti
ikon chop. A it kuk
ltvin Waytman chop.

David : Tru ? Yu sabi mak
bamboo& ?

Francis : Weti demhde kol
hamboga, sa

.

David : Na. mom kayn bif we dem
mash am den dem fray am..

Francis : A tin se if yu Lich
si ha fo kuk am, a go
fit kukam.

That's true. What is your name ?

My name is Francis.

-Where do you live ?

I live in the Old Quarter.

How old are you ?

I am twenty-two.

Can you keep a house clean ?

'Yes sir, I can.

Can yu wash and iron clothes ?

Yes sir

What kind of meal can you
prepare ?

I can cook soup with "bitter
laves". I can cook, "okro" soup,

can cook "fufu" I can cook
many kinds of meals. I can
even prepare European dishes.

lt,

Really ? Can you prepare hamburger ? '

What is i Hamburger, sir I

It's beif that is ground and
then fried.

I think, sir, that if you teach
me haw to prepare it, I'll be
able to do so.
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David : Wi go si. Olrayt. A
gO tek yu RI wok. Yu
,go bigin wok tumoro
fg sevin oklgk. f

Francis : A glat plenti sa.
Wich taym a go finish

wok ?

Yu go finish fo to
oklgk.

: I fayn sa.

A go pe yu et tausin
frau fo wan mun. If
yu wok fayn, a go ad
yu to tausin fray.
Yu gri so ?

Francis : Yea sa.

David

Francis

David :

2. Vocabulary

sa : sir

We'll see. All right. I'll employ'
you. You'll start work tomorrow
at seven.

I'm very pleased sir. When do
I finish for the day ?

You'll finish at two.

That's good air.

I'll pay you eight thousand francs
a month. kf you work well, you'll
have an increase of two thousand
francs. Do you agree ?

Yes sir.

a hye se : I hear that

fayn to look for (You have already seen "fayn" as an adjective
to mean "fine" or "well" - Cf. Lesson 1 - Other meanings of

"fayn" are : nice, beautiful, pretty, godd-looking, handsome).

na di tin mek.... : that's why

bite lif sup : soup prepared from vegetables called "bitter leaves"
and popularly known as "Ndole".

okro : Kind of fruit-vegetable which when cooked makesthe
soup gl ey, sticky.

fufu : Dough e of food. Usually prepared by pounding tabers
(cease a, cocoyams, yams) or from flour (millet, corn,
cassava, etc).

masa : Sir. Titl'e used by workers for their employersor superiors.
In some homes, women use it for their husbands. Femaleemployers
are usually called "Madam". "Masa" is often used informally
to mean "man" or "my friend". Examples : "Masa,'a don taya!"
(Man, I'm tired) and."Masa, ha yu de'?" (My friend, how are you?)

A tin se... I think that,. I suppose that, I believe that...

gri : to agree, to accept,

wi go si Wmoro : See you tomorrew
A

si : to see

koret : righ, correct, exact

54
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Wedtion on thI Dialogue .

1. trancie naliu?

2. 1 bye se, David de feyn weti?

-

' 3. HusayFrincis de osteT

_ _y144 _de?
'040

. 5. Weti Francis ftbi kuk?

.-16% Weti,i nd sabi kuk?

7. ,Eand:1.10m" mines weti?

8: Ha Francis go sabi kuk am?

9. David gri fo.tek Francis fo Vok?

.taym Francis go bigin wok.?

Wich taym i go iiniih wok?

12: Hamoch David go pe i?

-13°. Way i goad tu tausin trait)?

14. Francis gri so? 1.

6411 A

15. Yu -go tek hausb2y fo.wok?

4. Drammar: Obiect Pronouns

Object pronoun$ are used 'to replace nouns in the diiject position
to avoid, repetition, The Object Pronouns in Pidginare:

Singular< .° Plural

6

. .

.16

. A

a
4

mi
. 0 k

Me

yu - you
.

pertons ) hini/tier

lun(objects: animals)it

-Examples

a) A. de chth3 tG.tii

A de chop am:-
6,

b) Wuna Debi

Wuna balm.

c) That mimbo fo- tebul.

Put am .to: tebui.
d) Yu..",eayi Make!

Yu WA i?
,

,iy A go si.Peter tumor°.

A.go si i'tumoro.'
It

.

co.

: .

f). Run& Itabi Sarah, in Terence?
Wuna eabi-Ale

ii
4'4

vi

4t11211

dom(aml

dem(am)

. I'm eating %Wu".
ci

I'm eating sit.

You know Yaounde.

You know it.

Pdt the ink' on the table.

Put it on the table.

Do you kMow Marie?

Do you know her?

I'shaa see Peter tomorrow.'

I shall see him tumorow.

Do you know Sarah and Terence

Do you know them?

us

you

them

them
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g) Na hu get die motosaykul an
. die baysikul /
Whu get fie ?°

5. Grammar a "!!!" ieaning "nit"

-4

Who owns this motorcycle and
this0Acycle ?
Who Owns them ?

ii

In Pidgin, "se" often follows words like "fye, tok, tin, hye,min,
etc". (words expressing opinion, fear,. hope, etc.,' and serves the same
connecting function as the English word "that". Note, however, thit
whereas English speakers often omit "that", Pidgin speakers
always.use "se".

0.4

tin se

a) Wichtaym yugogo fo ba ?

A tin se a go go fo at oklok.

b), Wich taym yu go, slip die nayt
A tin se .a go slip fo ilevin
oklok,

r.

c) A tin se ren go fol

d) Yu tin se ya papa go kam
fo k(amerun ?

mell

tok se

a) Ma papa tok se i de veke.

b) Hu.tok le mek yu kam ?

c) I tok se i de hye hongri.

a9 se
a) A .fye se i no go kam.

b) A fye se wi go mis ch2p.

c) I fye se dem go tif i moni.

Rye se

a) A hye se dam tif ya moni.

b) iii hye as moto jam John.

When will you go to the bar ?

I think I'll go at eight o'clock

? When will you go to bed tonight ?
I think I',11 go to bed at eleven
o'clock

I think (that) it will rain today.

fatherDo you think
will come to

(that) your
Cameroon ?

My father sav (that) hesanErY

Who said (that) you should come ?

He says he's hungry.

I'm afraid he won't come.

I'm afraid we shall miss our meal.

He's afraid they'll steal hismoney.

I hear they have stolen your money.

We hear John had an accident.
.

c) Yu hye se Thomas de fayn yu ? Did you hear that Thomas is
looking f or you ?

Nip se (literally, "means to say...

a) "Flop ya bele" min se "fill
your stomach" fo grams.

b)."toa-Imme' min se wed C.-

c) "Sweetheart" min as weti
fo Pidgin ?

dki

II)

"Flgp yk bele" means (to say)
"fill your stomach" in English.

What does "kwa-kwa" mean ?

What does "sweetheart" mean
in Pidgin ?

56
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6. Byppflomentary Vocabulary

Kau-bit: beef

Shwayn-blif: pork

kumkum (vata fafu): Dough-like meal prepared from the flour or paste o
fermehted cassava.

tutu lam: dough-like food from corn flour.,
, 1,

tutu koko (tutu kassava): pounded,cocoyams (pounded cassava)

kwakoko: ground cocoyam wrapped usually in plantain leaves and cooked.
1 It is eaten with a special sauce made out of palm nuts ("bangs.

soup"). Because this food is soft, the word kwakoko has also come
.to mean "weakling".

ekwan: ground cocoyam wrapped in either eocoyam leaves or bitter leaves
and cooked with palm oil fish or meatAnd spices.

achu: kind of tau koko. It is mostly eaten in theAstern and North-
Western Provinces.

faul: hen/rooster/chicken

poteto: (arish potato): sweet potato (potato)

kwem:soup prepared with cassava leaves and mostly eaten in the Centre-Soup
Province.

4\
jamajama: (njaizanjama): general riame for vegetables.

planti: plantains

bobolo: (Yaounde bred): fermented cassava, ground and cooked in leaves.
It is longish in shape.

iyondo: same as " bobolq" but smal,ler in size.

koki (bins, kon): ground beans or corn, with oil and spices and cooked
in leaves.

VT. Exercise 1

Answer the following questions using an lbject pronoun (am, dem, i', etc)

Examige: Yu sabi John? Yes a sabi i.

1. Yu sabi New York?

2. Wuna sabi kumba,

3. Yu.fit ple fUtboll

4. Wuna sibi Susan an Lisa?

5. Yu de,bye radio?

6. Hu sabi Nestor?

7. Wuna go he3op John it i homwok?

8. Hu, fit dirstv?.

9. Yu fit felt, .:. Ali an Opinks?

10. Yu fit sari diortebul? 57
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Transform the following sentences usi-ig any of the following
expressions where appropriate : tok se,; tin se ; fye se;

min se; lips as

Example A go res stool 44 tin as a- go res amol.

Dem de sel banana .A bye se dem de sel banana.

1. Dem-tif ye moni.

2. I go slip fo twef oklok.

3. "Palava" na "trouble" fo grams.

4. ken go fol.

5. Wuna nogo go fo Satude.

6. Chop go finish fo Mbalmayo.

7. tumoro" nh No one knows the future" fo grams.

8. Wi go dane iota vi taya.

9. Peter : "Mek wuna kae.

10. Mary : " A get plenti moni".

9. Assignment

You are very hungry and you are in a restaurant. You want a local
dish people have very much talked to you about. Write i dialogue .

between you and the person serving in the restaurant.

V

, ",
N.;

58
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1. Dialogge

David Monin Lucas. Yu den kern ?

Lucas : A don kass. ishya bo
A h5e se dam don tit
fo ya haus.

David : Na tru. Dem don brok
windo fo anti:

Lucas : Weti dew don tek ?

David : Den don tif ol moni fo
ma trosa, maredio =
wan ban banana fo kichin.

Lucas : Wan han banana ?
Way dem tif banana ?

?avid Mi a sabi ? Somtaym tif
man i to de hie hongri.

Lucas : Dem doi tif ye paspot ?

David : Dem no si am. I de
onda iiatras.

Lucas : Yu don go fo polis reship'

David : A nob, go. Na de a wan
go iso nau.

Lucas A go kern yu.
Wi fit go wantark.

David Olriyt. Mek vi bigin go.

Lucas : Yu no de 1.2h do ?

Dem lit kern tiregen.

David : A no mays. Day man no
de lye beri graun: Den
don olredi tif ol tin.
Nikisi no lef fotif egan.

Lucas : Jos lok do dasol. Arata
no de mak nyanga fo
pusi i domot..

, Vocabuielr

brok :1110 break, to break into

Good morning Lucas and welcome

Think you. It's a pity. I hear
You!ve.besn.robbed.

That's true. They broke the
window to get in.

What have they stolen ?

They've stolen all the money I
had in my trousers, my radio
and one "hand" of bananas from
the kitchen.

A hand of bananas?
Why did they steal bananas ?

Do I know ? Maybe a thief gets
hungry too.

Was you?passport stolen ?

They didn't see it. It's.
under the mattress.

'

Have you gone to'the Police ?

Not yet. That's where I'm
about to go now.

I will come with you.
We can go right away.

Okay. Let's he moving.

Aren't you going to lock the door ?
They could come steal again.

I don't care. He who is down
need fear no fall. They've
already stolen everything.
There's nothing left for them
to steal.

Lock the door all the same.
Out does not _play with fire.

%

(see Vocabulary).

van ban balsas : M:"band" of bananas (abunch of banauai
up of several "hands" of bananas

vantaym s iumadiately, rightmany,

a, no soya i I doo't.eare

is made

%

4
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day man : corpse, dead person

berilgraun (beni graun) graveyard

Day man no de fye beri graun : A Pidgin proverb. When translated literally,
- Pidgin proverbs often lose their meaning.

. Literally, this proverb means "A corpse does
not fear the graveyard". However, it really
means "He who is already downheed fear no
fall". It should be noted that not all Pid-
gin proverbs have Englio equivalents and
vice versa.

arata(rat) : mouse, rat

pusi : cat

nyanga : to showoff, toibluff; pride

domot : threshold

-Arata no de mek nyanga fo pusi domot : Another Pidgin proverb. Literally,
it means, "A mouse does noi show
off at the cat's front door ".. It
means "Don't play with fire".

. Questions on the Dialogue

1. Dem don tif fo hu i haus ?

2. Ha tif man.dem don enta ?

3. Husay dem si David i moni.?

4. Weti dem tek fo kichin ?

5. Way tif, man.dem tif banana ?
6. Way dem no si paspgt ?

7. David don olredi go fo polio steshon ?

8. Way i wsp go fo de ?

9. Way i no de lok do ?

10. Way day man no de fye beri graun ?

11. Way arata no de mek nyanga fo pusi i domot ?

4* Grammar : The "Unspecified PastTense" : "pe
A) "D2n", is the indicator of the "Unspecified Past" in Pidgih :

it is used to express past events for which the timeof the
action is unspecified. That is, the speaker wishes to express
that a certain action has been done, but he/she does not situate
it at any particular time. It IS just done, that's all. Theac-

may be (and often is) recent, butmay also be quite distant
past ; whichever it is is not particularly importanti In this

the "Unspecified Past' in Pidgin is fairly similar to the
"Present Perfect" in English.

GO
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Examples

Dem don tif ma moni. They have stolen my money

Wi don ehap. We have eaten.

John has' finished hii work.

P

A don put ma kago fo tebul. I have put my things on the table.

Note that, in the above, when the money was stolen, when we ate,
when John finiMa his worifare unspecifaa:These are
probably quitit recent action', but theexact time is not

6 (....important. tap important thingis that they have been done.

As an indicator of an unspecified time, "don" is often usedto ask
whether one has ever done something.=11.1

Examples

Yu don chip monki ?

Yes, a don chop monki.

Yu don go fo Chad bifo ?

Yes, a don go fo Chad.

Have you ever eaten monkey ?

Yes, I have eaten monkey

Hive you ever been to Chad ?.

Yes, I've been to Chad.

Again, the time is unimportant. The speaker wants only to
whether you have ever done thosethings.You have, and you
so :"A don 0S"

B) Negation

know

say' a

,4 The negative form of :"don" is noba" (or, in some dialects, "neba").
It is used alone and mans yoU haven'tddne somethi -yet, or have
never done it.

a) A don go'fo Nigeria. I've been to Nigeria.

A noba go fo ligetia.i 1 haven't been to Nigeria.
I we never been to Nigeria.

b) Wi don chop bushbif4. We' ve' eaten" game.

Wi noba.chop bushbif. We haven't eaten game (yet).
We've never eaten game.1

c) I don kam. He has come.

I noba kam. He hasn't come yet,
He never came:

C) "Dson/tOba" vs. Other Past Tenses

;The "Unlopecified Pest" is not the oilypast tense in Pidgin. When
Pidgin speakers wish to fixan action at a specific past time, they(

?fuse another form. Note the following examples :

.."
de 61 . (f
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Unspecified, :

A don go fo maket. I've been to the market.

Specified-

A bin go fo maket yestede. went to the market yesterday.

"Bin" is the _specified or Simple Past marker. It will be treated
in Lesson 11.

Supplementary Vocabulary

windo : window

do : door

matras : mattress

jpilo : pillow

tifman : thief

tif : to steal

polis steshon : police station

lok : to lock, a lock

kotin gras : cane rat

chukuchuku bif : porcupine

6. Exercise 1

A,

Change the following sentences into the Unspecified Past Tense.

Example : A de salut Mary. A don salut Mary.

1. A de tok Pidgin.

2. Thomas de chap bif, V

A 3. Luca* de aks kweshon.
qr

ir Dem de kot stik.

5. 'Dem de brok windo.

6. Wi de kari dis tebul.

7. I de kuk fufu wit njamanjama.

8. John de memba i knlhat.

9. tem de ple basketbol.

10. Yu de rid fayn buk.

Exercise II

'Change each of the following sentences into the negative using "nobs":

Example : A don go fo Chad. A noba go fo Chad.

1. Wi don go fo polls steshon.

62
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. 2.,yicha don woks,

3. Dem don finish dam homwok.

4. Wuna don lok do.

5. A don si and trosas'

6. Peter don mamba

7. Francis don kuk bite lif sup.

8. Naga don go fo wok.

9. Yu don chop achu.

10. Dem don enta fo haus,

8. Exercise III

Answer the following questions.

1. Yu don chop chukuchuku bif bifo ?

2. Wuna don taya fo len Pidgin?

3. Wich kayo bush bif op= don_chop fo Cameroon?

4. Weti yu don bay sins yu kam foCameroon ?

5. Yu don go fo sinims fo die taun ?

9. Assignment

Hake a list of :

a) five unusual things you have done,

b) five thing8 you have never done.
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Lesson 11

1. Dialove

Elise: Ah Solo, hussy yu bin
bi yeStede?

Solo: A. bin go 179. Yaounde.

Elise: Weti yu bin go du fo
Yaounde?

Solo: A bin go rayt eksam.

Elise: Yu bin rayt am fayn?

Solo: A bin tray ma bes.

Elise: Dem bin aks yu troq
kweshon?

Solo: No-o, di kweshon-dem no
bin had plenti, dasol se
a no bin len fayn.

Elise: Yu tin se yu go pas?

Solo: A no sabi. Man no day.
man no rotin, so a no
Apo =In if a napes as
taym.

Elise: I fayn. Na 21 tin dat
yu \bin du to Yaounde?

Solo: Na of tin dat a bin du.

Elise: 'Yu no bin si ya kolhat?

Solo: Oh, na tru. A bin si ma
kolhat. Wi bin go sinima
an afta sinima wi bin go
dans:

Elise: Ya kolhat bin kray taym
we yu de kam bak fo
Mbalmayo?

Solo: A tel yu se, i bin kray
sote a no bin wan kam bak
sef. Weti wuna bin du
hye taym we a no de?

Elise: Wi bin go klas. Fo
ivnin 4i-bin get )cr2s
Kolcho. Afta kros
kolcho wi bin tor/ smol,
den we slip.

Solo: I fayn. Melt a go kip ma
kago fo rum.

Elise: Smol

Solo: Tank ym.

Ah Solo, where were you
yesterday?

I went to Yaounde.

What did yop go to Ya6unde for?

'1,

I went to write an examination.

Did you write it well?

I triedmy best.

Did their ask difficult
questi ns?

o,.th questions were not very
difficult, it's only that
I did not study well (hard).

Do you think you will pass?

I don't know. As long as there
is life there's hope, so I won't
mind if I do not.pfss this,
time.

That's good. Is that all you
did in Yaounde?

That's all I did'.

Didn't you iee your sweetheart?

Oh, that's true. I saw my sweet-
heart. We went to the movies and
after the movies we went to dance.

Did your sweetheart cry when
you were returning to Mbalmayo?

In fact. (I tell youl) She cried
so much that I did not even want
to come back. What did you do
here whill I was away?

116v

We went to cl
4

s. We had cross
filature in t ening, After

oss cultive e talked for a
whil, then we went to bed.

That's good. Let me go put my
luggage in the room.

See you soon

Thanks.

64
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2. i ocabulary

rayt write
bee : best
tray : try
trim : difficult, strong
kweshQn : question

, ha4 : difficult

,dasal :;'only, except, except that, it's only that....
pas : succeed, pass

/

man no day man no rotin : As long as there's life, there's hope.
(Proverb : see,notes below).

mayn : care, bother
tru : true, truth
sinima : cinema
kray : cry
taym we : when

A tel iikind of exclamation serving as a reinforcement Ito
what is being said; really ip fact. -/

% sote : until, so much so that
kmalkak : to return
kros kolcho : cross culture
toil : conversation, to converse, to talk, story, to natrate
Smol : a little, for a while, a bit
kfF : keep, store, put away
kago (kako) : luggage, load
gaol taym : see you soon
sef : even

3. Questions on the Text

Hussy Solo bin go ?

2. Weti i bin godu fo Yaounde ?

3. Ha Solo bin rayt eksam?

4. DIs bin aks Solo tr29 kwlshon ?

5. Wich kayo tin bin hambok Salo ?

6. Weti StilAin du fo Yaounde egen

an i kolhat dam bi du t

8. Vetitt kolhat bin du taym we Solo
de kam bak fo- Mbalmayo ?

9. Way i bin Ici-ay, ?

10. Ned Elise bin-du taym.ve Solo de fo Yaounde ?

4. PrOrb (Parsbles, Sayings) "PanSpul"

Proverbs are used frequently by Africans in their 'Wary y speech.
As one prominent Writer put it, prOwerbi are the ale o with which
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. words are eaten. In many societies it isprestigious to' e able.
. to use thp correct proverbs at the correct time. There i
always a proverb to illustrate a situation. You should th refPre
A.tart.building a collection of common proverbs inPidgin/ their
meaning, and when they are used.

5. .GraMmar - Simple:Past Tense.

A) In this lesson, a second past tense is introduced, t e "specified"
or "Simple Past Tense": "bin + verb (or in same dial cts:
"bi" + verb).

It is very important to distinguishbetween the Uns ecified
Past Tense ("4119 and the Simple Past Tensel"bin . AS men-
tioned in Lesson 10, the unspecified Past ("don") i used to.
express actions where the time is not identified. .W ere the
time of the action is a specific one, the Simple P st is used.

Examples
1

'A bin chop koko fo monin taym. I ate cocoyams this mO.ning.

Dem bin go dans yestede. They went dancing yelterday.

Wi bin rich Rumba fo fo oklok We arrived in Kumba alt foueo'clock.

The time of the action need not be ,identified ineve individual
sentence: Often.it# will simply be ,clear frm the co text. This
is usuallpthe case when you are recounting a-storylor a sequence
of events. If both the speaker and listener know wh n the action(s)
took place, the Simple Past will be used.

Examples

a) Tavm we yu bin gof9.
weti yu bin du?

A bin go si ma kombi-dem.

b) Ticha bin veks fo klas.

c) Yu don finish ya wok?
A bin finish am sins lop taym.%

d) Dem bin tel wi lay."

( /* Though no time seems
speaker and listener

B) -Negation

The negative of "bin" i "no bin".

Examples,

A no bin si i yestede.
Wi no bin go fo skul las wik.

Tom no bin ansa taym we den bin
kol

when u wen, to Buea
What id yo do?'

I wen to s e my friends.
o

The to chef got angry in class:

Have u nished your work?
I fin she it a long time ago._

They old us a lie.

obvious here, "bin" indistates that both the
are conscious of when t en the lie was told.)

0.

I di n't see him yesterday.
We idn't go to school last

week.
didn't answer when the
led hiM.

To
ca

66
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Son no bin shaynsfo dat de.
I ilo7lkin bay notinfo Yaounde.

Dem no bin tif ma kloi

- 55 -

6. Exercise I

. Change the following sentences
using "bin").

1. Yu de tok fo klas.

2. Dis gel sabi ple futbol.
3. 01 tin de. wakafayn.
4. 01 man de kari kago.

5. Weti i de du lo .Yaounde?
6. A sde tel wuna fayn tori.

7. Son de shayn plenti
8. Ren_de fol trop troy..

9. lu de veka kwik kwik?

10. Dat wuman de tif ya moni?

7. Exercise II

Change the following sentences into the regular
Use a time marker to fix the time of the actionetc).

Example

Tom don go fo maket. Tom bin go fo maket'yestede.
1. MLA° don finish fo ba.

2. Mary don kUk sup.

3. A don kot faul i nek.

4. Yu,d0n g0 fo Yaounde.

5. Wi don wosh klos.

6. Wuna don drink of ti.,

1. Eroplen don fol.

8. Faya dgn ben mit.

9. A don si James Bond film.

Handy'dEln si mi

The sun didn't shine that day.
He didn't buy anything in
Yaounde..

They didn't steal my clothes`
(while they were stealing
other things...)

into t o /Simple Past Tense (i.e.

past using "bin".
(yestede, las wik,

67
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8. Exercise

Change the following senitnces into the negative using "nobin."
ExaTple: Dem bin kari dat'tebul: Dem no bin kari dat tebul.

1. Lisa bin kam let fo klas yestede.

2. Wuna bin foget wuna buk-dem. [4

3. Dem bin chop of dat fufu.
.

4. John bin bi fo maket las. wik.

5. Ma papa bin bi big man fo Kamerun.

6.. Pipol-dem' Sin hye di bat nyus.

7.. William' bin tol( se yu.tif i buk.

8. 01 pipol dem bin bi fo fil plenti.

9. Dat dans yestede bin fayn plenti.

10. A bin put Ape fo dat sup.

9. General Questions

1. Hu bin bi presitlent fo Ametika fo 1974?

2. Webi yu bin chop yestede?

3. Husay of pipel-dem :kin bi lis nayt?

4. Weti yu no'bin brig fo Amerika taymwe yu de kam fn Kamerun?

5. Hu no bin kam fo klas las wiki

6. Way i no bin kam fo klas

7. Weti Ya papa bin tel yu bifo yu wan kam fo Kamerun?

8. Wich kontri no bin bi fo "Olympics"?

9. Weti yu bin wan du yestede?

10, Assignment

Prepare a short presentation on any of the following. topics:

1. A time when you were in danger.

2. Atime when you were embarrassed. k

3. A strange dream you had.'

4. A serious accident in which you were evolved.

5. A topic of your choice (in the past).
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Dialogue for a Monday,Mornindt..
1

Lucas : Monin bo Davtd, ha.yu slip?

David : A slip fayn, Aiasol se a bin
taya plemoti.yestide.

Luca4

David

Lucas.,

David

Lucas

David

Lucas :

sol Yu bin ate log..
taym wit dat gel fo Satude ivhin
Wich gel?

: 'A min dat gel we i bin Sidon
42wistebul.

: Dat wan we i bin wye blak *los?
: Na it Di wan we yu an i bin dfina.
hol bayt sote wuna taya.

Lucas :

David :

Bo lef I.bin go J..'"

Ha? Wet:)bilihapin?

bin get fo gO lif i sista-dem
fes, den i mit mi fota egen.
"I'go an i no kam

Bet yu,fo go wit 1.
Ha .y4 lir i go ivan?

I fo tin se a.de hambok i.

LUceis Ah yu tulOda taym, no lif
i go limn.

David : A no mayn. Yu no se, de ho bi
wan. Anode Satude go kam,

Lucits : Olrayt tray, ya

trocab la

dssol's ...; onli-se.:.

.taya

taya fo...

we

wye

-hoi tayt

or

.

rie

Orb

Goal) morning'mY Iriend David,
how didyou.sleep?

.

I slept well, except.hat I
was very tired yesterdAy.,

Ohol Did ,yoti spend a long tine
with that Virl Saturday evening ?.
Which 1

.

I'm talking about the girl who
sat at our table.

The one Who had a blak 'dress on?
That her! the one you danced
the'slowttune with until yob
were both exhausted.

-

Leave me alone, friend. She
went. away. .

What? ,What happened?

She was supposed to go see off.
her sisters, then meet me in.
the. bar Alter. She left. and
never came back.

But you should have accompanied-.

ker.,tihy'did you let her go alone?
She would have thought I was
bothering heX.

Ah! (exasperation) next time
don't let her irriame.

I .don't care. You know a diy
doosn't come only once. There'll
be another Saturday.

All right friend, good,iuck.

Except that...,(Ws) only that.,.
to be .tiredc,

`*,o be 'tired of ...
Who, whom.: which, that (see
grammar section)

to,:wear, to put on

low tune (one where yowctul
"suesze" or "hold' tight")

.0,
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Na '1.

Bo lif mi.

iget fo
,

hapin
fo verb

wan

oda taym

,'a no mayn

de no bi. wan

p

questions on the Dfalogue-

1. 4 David bin slip? 4/

That's him (her/it)
That'S the one.

ti

It is difficult to 'find an Englishequivalent to this. It is used whenthe'person saying it is sorry forhimself, pities himself, or blameshimself.("Woe is me! ")

To 'have to, to be suppRsed to, ought to(see grammar section)
, 1.

1

4

To happen

Should have(see grammar section)
Alone ; by onself

Next time

4 don't care f .if doesn't matter
A proverb meaning literally,:"A day.,doesn't come. only once". As with alltroverbs, there are several meanings.n this-context, David is saying thatthere will be other chance.

2. HA i bOdi bin, bi yestede?
31 Weti Lucas bin aks David?
4. 4,?Weti David bin ansar
5. Ha di gel we Lucas min de?
6. David bin ste-loestaym wit dat gel?'
7. Weti.bin hapinr
8. Wich mistek tvid bin mek?
9. Way'David no in folo dat gel? ,

A.. Witch kap) advays'Lucas binogif to David?11. Na gut advays dat?
,.

G
Magualatimasmn.- "tie"

2p a DaviO tok se "De no bi wan"?A!
ar :All

. ,

41

The English
relative.pronouns "who", "whom", "whose" and "which" are

all expressed in Pidgin by the formula: "we + pronoun.

70
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Note the sentences in tie dialogue above :

A

A min St gel we i bin sidoilo wi tebul.

"I Mean the'giri who (she) sat at our table".

Dat van we i bin wye blakpOs ?

"The roe who (she) had on a black.dress?

A. "we" as "Who"

Examples :

1. A bin gif OA *buk fo dat woman.

Dat wumaii bin kam bye yestade,

'ft = A bin gif ma bud fo dat wuman
we i bin kam hye yistadelt

2. Yu bin tok fo dat gel.

Dat gel bin wye blak klos.

. Yu bin tok fo dat gel we
i bin wW blik klos.

B. "we" as "Whom"

Examples :
f

1. A bin gif ma buk fo sum
woman yestede.

Na di woman dat.

m Na di woman dat we a bin
gif ma buk fo i yestade.

2. Na di boy dat..

Wi bin tok fo i las sun.

Na di boy dat we wi bin°
tok fo i las munik

C. "we" 411 "Whose"

Examples :

1. A bit gif medsin fo dat boy

Dat boy L
t

fut de hot.

m'A in gif medsin fo dat boy
we fut (What.

. Na, di man tt.

Dat an 4 bin tii
shwayn.

AL.

0

."I gave my book to that woman:'

"That woman came here yesterday:'

"I gave my book to that woman
who,tame here yesterday".

"You spoke to that girl."

"That girl wore a black dress?

"You spoke to that girl who
wore a black dress"

I gave my book to a woman
yesterday.

That's the woman.

That's the woman to whom I gave
my book yesterday.

That' s the boy.

W( spoke to him last month.

That's the boy whom we
stoke to last month.

I gave medidne to that Coy.

That boy's likqs hurting (him).

I gave medicine to that boy
whose leg is hurting.

That's the'man

That man's child stole a P44

71

4



in

LESSON 12
........--..0--

mrim di man'det We i pikin
bin tif shwern.

D. :!!"..as "which" or "that"

Examples :

1. Wi don drink of dat mimbo.

Yu bin bay am yestade.

Wi don drink ol. dat *Who*
we yu bin bay am yestede.

2.,Di shus dem de fit graun.

Di shus dem dad..
.

111"Di shus we dem de fa graun
dem doti.

E. Yovw
L

ill have noticed from the
sp ere generallyeUse :

we a ronoun (i, am, dem, yu, etc),

--a

- 60' -

I

That's the man whose child
stole a ",

We've drunk all that wine.

You bought it yesterday.

We've drunk all the wine
which you bought yesterday.

The shbes are on the floor.

The shoes are dirty.

The shoes which are on
the floor are dirty..

example above that Pidgin

Wher as Engliihrequires only a 'who", "which", "that" (and some-
times nothing) to connect the two parts of the sentence. The
additional pronoun is.never used in English.

Dat man we a bin si i The man that I saw ...

The man I saw ....
(The additional "him" is not

necessary in English)

01 di mimbo we yu bin bay am... All the beer which you bought
All the beer you bought...
(The additional "it" is not

necessary in English)

The boy whose foot hurts ...

(The additional "his" is not
necessary in English)

The above practice of using we + something else generally hOlds

Dat boy we i fut(de hot...

in Pidgin. The exception would be when we Is faired by an "i"..
The two sounds kind of slide together:

"Dat wan we i bin wye blak klos"

May often be pronounced :

"Dat wan way bin wye blak klos"

Otherwise, the practice of we ± something_ else is alWays

followed/

F.'
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0 Crosier : The Auxiliary Verbs "bet ft..."and "F0:.."

''"oat fo..." in Pidgin is equivalent to "to have to ...", "must"
or "6-6 suppoied to..." in English. It doesnot need a tense
marker ("de") when used in the.present, but when used in other
tenses takes bin, lo, etc...like any other verb.V"-

Examples

1. A get fci roe tude\e. I have to restodax
.

I' most.rest.today.,

2. I get fo si dentis dis He has-to see the Dentist
this morning,
He is supposed to see the

monin. .

. "

3. Dem bin get fo sel
dem keg°.

The negative of "get fo...

1. Yu no get fo kam tude.

2. Wuna no get fo tok.

B. "ps..." in Pidgin is
have..." in English.

The negative "no fo.
have..:"

Dentist this morning,

They had to,se11411 their
goods.

is "no get fo..." It means "must. me..

You must notdome today

You must not talk.

equivalent to "should have..." or "ought to

.." means "should not have..." or ,ought not to

Note that this verb automatically pertains to the past ; it
indicates actions which should have or should not have been
done already. It needs no special past tense marker.

Examples :

1. Yu fo put ya mioni fo bank.

2." A fo. bring ma ombreli,

3. I.fo gif-yu i adres.

4. Yu no fo tok so.

5. Wi no fo drink &It vata.

N.B. "Fo verb" can also be used

1. Stu* to bayt mi ye$tede.

2. Wi fo get asiden dis monin.

3. I.fo los i moni fo maket.

You should have put your mon
in the bank.

I should have brought my umbrella.

He should have given you his address.

You shouldn't have talked that way.

We should MilOt Winn& k that water.

11

to mean "nearly...".

A snake nearly bit me yesterday.

We nearly had an accident this

He nearly lost his money in
, the market.

73
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Supplementary Vocabulary
,

A *Colors.141114.11

With colors, the influence of'local languages isgreatly
felt. Since, in many local languages, only a few colors are
commonly distinguished, Pidgin speakers may often use only
blak, red and waft.

Blak : used for any daik color (bl rey, blue, greenppurple,.etc)

Red : used for any light color (red llow, orange, etc)

1,11. : White.

Holiever,,the influence of English has introduced othercolors, and
Pidgin speakers are using them more and more.

Grin : greed blu : blue
-

Yelo : yellow ()also means "fair-complexioned", as in t.

Ma sista yelo : My sister is fair-complexioned)

)B. Clothes 41

shet : shirt
1

tay : tie

gaun : gown

haufla gaun : robes (from the Northern Provinde)

kaba : large loose gown worn by women (very popular)
I

laps (rape) : loin cloth, wrapper

.droS : drawers, underwear

trosa, trosis : trousers.

feskap kcap

4

shot trosa (nika) : shorts.

kap : cap, hat

jompa (bubu) : loose shirt worn
mostly by men

slipas ("san konfians ")' : slippers

stokip (soks) : socks monki kot : waistcoat
4

kot : coat,

hed tay : headscarf.

Exercise 1

sweta : pullover, sweater

Combine. the following sentences using "we"

Example MarY^.de tok fo dat man

bat man get wan had : Mary de tok fo dat man we
i geCwati7han. -

1. Peter de fain kolhat; Di kolhat mus get gud- fashOn

2. Man kari Bolt. Man de fye ran.

k 7 4

"
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3. DOt bol don boo. Wi bin bay am fo maket.

4. Wi don ',hop dat monki. Ilbin get tri fut.

5. Koimi dat *rumen. Dat wumanwyewayt klos.

6. A go eel ma abet. Di abet red layk banana.

7. Ma papa go bey dat moto. Di motored.

8. A bin rid dat iota. Yu bin rayt am yestede.

Exercise II

Transform the followingysentences using 'get fo'

Example : A go chop hamboga. A get fo chop hamboga.

1: Yu de klin tebul.

2.16. go dans tu4.

3. Nancy de rid buk.

4. Ma dog de chop bif.

,5. Wuna gofswip rod.

6. Radio de tok nyus.

7. Papa go bit yu.

8. Patricia no de drink plenti mimbo.

9. I no de chop monki.

Exercise III 4

Answer the following questions in Pidgin.

1. Weti yu get fo du die ivnin ?

2. Weti man get to du fo bi president fo Amerika ?

3. Husay yu get fo go6if yu de sik ?

4. Hu get fo swip ye rum evtide ? e
R 4

5. Weti yu fo du it yu no bin kam fo ^

6. Husay yu fo go yestede ?

7. Wich kayn tin Wi fo len yestede ? .

8. Wich taym pipol get fo darts holtayt ?

9. W&i yu no get fo du if.yu de go si bigIan ?

10. Weti Abraham Linoln nolfo du ?

For the next class, prepare ten things you have to do during your
two-year stay in Cameroon, and ten things you should hove done
before Tsang to Cameroon. /,

#

1.6

,

;10
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ul: A bye se yu de go tumoro.

Lucy: Na tru. Agit enta eroplen

tumoro fo fo oklok.

Paul: We-e, yu no fit ate egen

liyk to de?-

.Lucy: A pa layk pa ite, onli se

a door Oredi bay tiket to

eroplen.

If a Roblin dQn risev plea

fo eroplen, a to ate egen

layk tulle.

Paul: We-e, ma hat no de glat

insayd as yu de go.

Lucy: If yu bin wan mek a ste,

yip fQ tel mi sins 19.

Paul: Bet a no bin no se yu

go go kvik kwik MD.

Wetin yu de go du fo

Yaounde? /

Douala fayn pas Yaounde

bay fa.

Douala get fayn sinima an

nayt kit* pas Yaounde.

Douala klin pas Yaounde.

Layf de fo Suala pas fo

Yaounde..

Lucy: Cheyt yu sabi layt

POuala doti pas Yaounde;

na di tin mek moskto dem

plenti fo bye.

I hear you are leaving tomorrow.

That's true. .have to catch the

plane tomorrow at 4 oclock.

Oh, can't you spend abbist two more

dAys?
1.

I would have loved to stay but

I have already bought my airplane

ticket.

If had not already reserved a seat,

I would have spent about two more

days.

Oh, I'm sad thay you are leaving.

If you had. wanted me tO stay, yoU

should have told me long ago.

But I didn't know you would be
-

leaving so soon.

What are you going to do in Yaounde?

Donalsois by far more beautiful

than Yaounde.

Douala has more beautiful cinemas

and night clubs than Yaounde.

Douala is cleaner than Yaounde.

Dbuala is more lively than Yaounde.

Geett How you can tell lies!

Douala is di.rtier thin Yaounde;

that's why there are so many

mosquitos here.

a.
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Tif pipol dem plenti
fd Douala pas fb Yaouadi,

an Yaounde klaymet fayn
pas klaymet fo Douala.

Pipol !? Douala no get moni
rich pipol fo Yaounde.

Paul; Olrait nyango, mek vi no
fayt fo notin.

Sins yu de go tumoro, vi.
fit_go dads fo 'Kings'.

Lucy: A 0,2 wan dans tude. Mek we
insted go luk u Dibango
i konsat fo WO

Paul: Oh, dat van dye plenti.
Bet if a get moni bifo
sevin oklok, vi go go.

Lucy: Yu de ova-kray puo.

Paul: Ha to yu? Ya pe big layk
ma on, bet yu no fit eva
tek mi fo sinima.

Lucy: A de go. Yu de wes sup, taym.

A to don pik ma kago nau
fo

Paul: Chus mi. Palava finish.

A go kam tek yu f1.7. haf

pas sevin fo go si Menu
Dibango- i

Lucy: OlreTt, a de wet yu bet
mek yu no ful mi.

Pual: No-o, a go kam tru tru.
Smol taym6

Mahe

2. VOCABULARY:

(simples

layk

layk (verb)

onli se.

I
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There are more thieves in Douala
than in Yaounde,

44and Yaounde has a better climatethan
Douala.

People in Douala don,'t have as much
money as. people in Yaounde.

All right, miss. Let's not quarrel over
nothing.

Since you are leaving tomorrow, let's
go and dance at 'Kings'.

I don't waft to dance today. Instead,
let's go see Manu Dibango's
concert at the WOURI.

Oh, that's too expensive.
But if I have money before seven
o'clock, we shall go.

You complain too much of being poor.

What about you? Your pay is as much as
mine, but you never can take me to the
.movies.

I'm going. You are wasting my. time.

I could have already packed my lugg
at home by now

I'm sorry. No more quarrelling.

I'II come and get you at seven thirty
so that we can go to Menu Dibango's
concert..

All right, I'II be Waiting for you but
don't let me down!

Oh no, I'II come for sure. See you
sOon.

IIIMM Min MM.
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sins lon

pas...

bay fa

chey,1

sabi lay

-66-

long ago, since long diva'

more.... than

by far

kind of exclamation in Pidgin. Geezyl
Lord! Holy smoke!

Literally it means, "know how to
tell lies".

Kings. Name of a night club in Douala.
Wouri Name of a cinema hall in Douala.

lonsat concert
dye expensive

ova- too much (utually attached to a verb)

kray puo .complain of poverty, "to cry poverty"

eve ever

chus-mi I'm.sorry. Forgive me

fu. (verb) to deceive, to cheat, to fool

tru tru surely, truly

enhe kind of disbelieving acceptance

alim411m ww....
ova + verb: u-

The small, adverb -"ova" is ofteattached to herbs
in Pidgin toiemphasize that the action has bein done UK)
much or a gkeat deal.

A 029 ova-fayn dat man. I,,,searched and searched for that

Yu don ova-drink mimbo. You drank too much.

I de ova-krai He complains too much of poverty.

gb.
kl



I

Fe

'3. QUESTI9NS:

1, Na hu-dem de tok?

2. Wick taym Lucy get ra go, an blew?

3. Ha Paul i hat de as Lucy get fo go!

4e. Foseka vetin Lucy no fit ate 'egen layk tu de?

5. Wetin Paul fo du if i bin wan mek Lucy ate egen?

16, Tok tri tin we Douala pas Yaounde an tri tin we Yaoundepas Douala.

'7. Wetin Paul wan,me$ i an Lucy'du dat nayt?
4

4.1

A. Wetin Lucy wanmek dam du?

9. Paul i pe pas Lucy i on? Ha dempe de?

10. If yu in bi Paul vetin yu fo du to mek Lucy ate egen layk tu de?
(tak layk tri tin)

4.A. GRAMMAR: THE CONDITIONO

As there are similarities between Pidginand English
Conditional tenses, let us first look at how the Conditional is
expressed in English.

1. Future Conditional: "If" + present tense verb + futuee tense verb

-Example: If it rains, I will stay.
.

This Aows a likely situation.

2. Simple Conditional: "If" + past-tense verb + conditional verb
("would")

Example: If. it rained, I would stay.

This' shows a possible but less likely situationthan the first.

3. The Past Conditional: "If" + past perfect verb ( "had "):+ past

conditional ("would have)

Example: Ifit had rained, I would have stayed.

This is the "hypothetkpal" conditional. Ittrefers to something
which could have happened in the past but which,in factdiA not.

Let us now consider the Pidgin fcrms of the threeexamples
given above:

1. If it rains, I will star.:

If rem fol, a go ste.)

2. If it rained, I woulestay.

If ran fol, a go ste. (same as' N°

#
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3. If it had rained, I would have stTd.

If ren bin it, a to ate.

We can now make the following deductions;

1. The Fixture Conditional and Simple Conditional in English ar6
both represented by the same structure in Pidgin (let us*calledt
"Simple Conditional").

1.

ifamoes:
If a ohop, a go slip. If I eat, I will sleep.

If a chop, a go slip. If I ate, I would sleep,

If i brok di glee, i go If he breaks the glass, he will pay
pe am. for it.

To review, this Simple Conditional, in Pidginexpresses two types
of actions:

a) Those likely to happen

b) Those which are less likely, but still possible.

The grammatical formula for the Pidgin Simple Conditional is:

If + Simple verb (no tense markers) + furure (go + verb) Atilt:,)

PAr
If a drink mimbo' a o dip

2. The Sipotheticeil Conditional in Pidgin is expressed by the
°following structure:

If + , bin + verb + f2 + verb

If . a bin no a to tel i.

Examples:

If a bin no, a f2 tel I. If I hailknown, I would have told him.

If wi bin go choch, vi If we had gone 110 churL, we would have \\
fopsi di nyu pasto. seen the new pastor.

3. Finally, there is an additional Conditional form in Pidgin which
should be kept in mind:

a) It a bin don chap, 4 fo don go.

If I had (already) eaten, I would have (already) left...,

^ b) If i bin don si Lucy, I fo don brig i fo ya4,aus.

If he had (already) seen Lucy, he would have (already) brougit
her tO your house.

The Structure of the above sentences is:

If + bin don + verb + fo don + verb 40

*

1.1
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This form, with bin don and f.2 don, shows a situation which
has not yet happened, but which is still expectedto happen.
(Hence .the idea of "alieffdy brought her". He still expects to see her
and still expects to bring her, For Pidgin speakers, bin don, and fo
don express exactly this concept. Listen foe it; you will hear it.

4.B. e Negtive in the Conditional

The nhativeform dr the Conditional in Pidgin isas straight-
forward as can be. You just put "no" in front of anythingyou wish

.to negate. `

1. Simple Conditional

If yu no chop, yu no go slip.' If you do not eat, you will not sleep.
If you did not eat, you would not sleep.

If ren fol, a no go go If it rains-, I will not go to the
maket. market.

2. Hypothetical Conditional

If a no bin no, a no fo If I hadn't known, I wouldn't
tel is have told him.

If yu bin get di moni, yu If you had gotten the money, you
no fo aks mi. wouldn't have asked me. 1

3. "bin don and fo don"

Though this "biliffO don" form of the Cinditional is unlikely
to appear in the negative, "bin don" and "fo don", used separately
in others contexts would still be negated withno. 40,.

Ise

A no bin don go.

A no fo don go.

Si

;.!
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4.B. GRAMMAR: Fa + verb; go clan + verb

4

1. F2 * verb (already treated in le.;son 12) /Nor.

A fo bring ma ombrelat should have brought my umbrella.

fo tel mi sef se i de go. lie ought to have pt least toldme
he was leaving.

Yu no fo tok dat. shouldet, have spoken about that.

In summary,.fo + verb can be equivalent to "should.have..."
"would have...," "ought to have...,"or "Could*ha :9". It
always refers to the past

2. Fo don + verb adds an element.
already have been done by now.

Yu fo don rat di lets.

Wi fo don 'rich Kumba,.

Mary fo do:* kuk chap.

Whatever the action, it should

In summary; fo don+ verb can be

"should have already.1.00

"Would have already..

"ought to have...."

"could have already:.

lou should have already written
the letter- by now.

We could have already arrived in
Kumba by now.

Mary ought to have already prepared..
the meal by now.

I

equivalent to:

(by now)

It refers to something whiCh should (could, would) have been

done in the past, has not been, but stillcan be done.

this form would be rare in the negative.

82
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4.C. GRAMMAR; .COMPARISONS

1. More...thans "pas".

John of pas Mary.

Mary get broda-dem pas. Peter.

Douala big pas,Kumba.

England kol pas KaMerun.

2. As.,...as=jayk.

Wi,skul big layk wuna on.

V

a

a

Ma broda get pave layk Hercules.

Bofot bita.leyk Gol pap.

3. Lesa....than = "no...rich"

4"

John.is older than Mary.

Mary has more brothers than Peter.

Douala is bigger thalflunba.

England is colder titan Cameroon.

Our school is as big *yours.

M1 brother is as powerful; as Hercules.

Beaufort is as bitter as Gold Harp.

Michael no get moni rich Lawrence. Micheiel has less money thanLsWrence.
Jane nO'get klos rich Mary. Jane has leas dresses than Marl'.

Orenj no suit rich banana:'_ Oranges are less sweet thanbananas.
4. "Pas qtak", "taym no de",.Ppas'ol" i"

These are useful Pihgin expressions which indicate superlative or.et
high degree of comparison.

Examples:

Die sup iswit pas mak.

Solt *pas mak fo dip chop.

Wata td de doti taym no de.

Ma bioda tr25,pasole

lhis,,soup is very tasty.

There is too much salt in this food.

The water there is very dirty. -6.

My brother is stronger thailanybde.
5. EXERCISE I. Anst!er the folldwing questions in complete. sentences:

; ty
1.- .Hussy yu go go iflYu get bolide?

2. Wetin Yn gowye ran felt

3. Irdarekto vi Pis Kope kam si yu, wetin yu go gi i?

4. Hupay yu fo bi if yu no bin kamfO Cameroon?

5. Yu fo go Chad if Pis Kopek bin wan sen yu fo de?

6. Wetly, yu to don du if yu:bi .don rich sevinti yie?

If yu Robin don joyn Pis Kbps wain yu fo don du?

V

V
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EXERCISE II: Complete the following sentences;

1. If tumgro nalppLatholide

2. Iftude bin bi Sonde,

3.. If wata$inish fo bye,
4. If 4 no bin si yu,

5. If Ma papa win

6. If i bin don finish ma wok,

T. If di tif man no bin mek nom
8. If yu no bin wek2p mi dis monin,

9. If dans de tude,

10. If ma famili-dem kam si mi fo

EXERCISE III:
4,

Look at this table and then answer the questionsbelow

ow'

I 0

sentences.
in complete

-.
.

.

.

Age

. .

Height

.

Weight

in 'lbs.

Shoe

Size
- -4

#arks in

an Exam

BOYS
,

Peter 18. 6' 0" 175 10 58%

Lucas 16: 5' 6" 148, 7 54%

Paul 17 5' 9" :11.1 9 63%

,

. .

GIRLS
4

Lucy 16 5' 4" ',. .115 c 4' 66%

Josephine. 15 5'.1*. la 3 56%

.Rose 19 5'6" 12t vo,5 75S4

1. Wich 'skul pikin get sens pas a?

2. HO..shus smol pas Paul i on?.

3. Rose tol layk hu tO 1.at klas?

4. Wich skul pikin dol pas ol?

5. Josephine i hevi rich Lucy?

6. Hu i fut big pas ol?

Wich skul pikin shot pas ol?

8.. Yu hevi rich Peter?

9. Ya fut big pas Josephine i on?
10. Yu ol,layk Rose?
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6. .ASSIGNMENT:,

n

-T3-

1. Say five things you would have done if you had not joined
the Peace Cqrps.

2. Say five things you would not have known or seen illyou has
not come to Cameroon.../'

Say rive-things you would .doi.f.-A-vere an actor.

4. Choose any town in the United States and compare it to any
town you know in Cameroon. (Your points should include
amongst others, size, climate, population, buildings,A-oads,
etc.)

174
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LESSON 14

TaTIS.AN SHWAYN (YU DU GUD 1 TON BAD)

Totis an shwayn .bias bi fren tea fee taym. 01 tin bin de waka fan
note de we cha0,finish fo dihol kontri. Totiserr i famili dem no bin get
somtin fo chop. Bet iihwayn bin get plenti chopan plenti moni bikos i no
bin get family an i bin sabi yus i tin-dem. So wan 4. wen totis
fo skin, i wekop go fo shwayn i haus-.

Totis: Kwa kva fo hye. % '4

kr
Shwayn: Ah to totis, enta fo haus. Hayu don dray so?

Totis: Bo, sins Sevin de nau, a nobs chop. Bo shwayn, ha yu de soso fatso?

lawayn: Bo lif mi, na chop. Aa yu nobs hop, na chop dis. chop
fee den wi go tort, afta.

So totis chop, i chap sote i bele wan b s. Wen i don chop beleful.i
tok se:

Ictis: Bo, tank yu plenti. If no bi yua o day. Bo, na som ogent
tin mek mi a kam si yu. A wan se mek yu boro mi noni. Ma fes man pikin
don rich taym fo mari. I wan se mek a bay i %um

Shwayn: Hamoch yu wan se met a boro yu?

Totis: A wan se mek yu boroXmi fifti tausin no.

Shwayn: Sins yu bi ma fren, a go boro yu fifti tausin Drag as yu toks..
Wich taym yu go bak am?

Totis: A.go bak am afta wan mun.
fifti

So shwayn boro totis taustn fren. Bet tau; no yus dis moni fo bay
-

'wuman fo i fes pikin. Insted, totis tek di moni bay chopan mimbo, i an
i famili-dem chop an ,dem drink..

%

Wan mun pas, totis no pe shwayn moni. TU mun pas, tri mun pas,
.totis no pe shwayn i moni. So' shwayn wekop fogo aka totis moni. Taym we
totis si shwayn de kam totis go hayd fo onda bed. I tel i wuman se mek i
tok se i don go waka.

Shwayn: A salut Misis totis. Husayn ya masa de?

Misia totis: Ma masa don go fo log waka.

Shwayn: Wich taym i go kam bait?

Minio totis: kno no mi. I no tel mi.

Shwayn: Olrait, wen i ksm, tel i Be met i biiq ma moni.

So shwayn go. Anode. mun pas. Wen shwayn kam Pap totis, minis totis
stil tel i se totis don go waka!fts mun don pas. Shwayn don veks tril tru.
I kari i kotlas as i de go kil totis.

410
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Tbtis bin bi to i donot. I si shwayn de !awe vit vas an

q wit kotlas fo,han. Tbtis"no'se din taym no i na pie. I no se palacea

don baje. So L tel i vuman se:

Totis: Ma kolhat. Tori don baje. Shwayn de kam wit kotlas folilme.

Tek mi ton am opsayd daun, den yu statgrayn granot fo ma

belle. If shwayn aks yu husay a de, tokse a don go kil bif.

t4k) totis wuman tek totis ton am opsayd daun, den i stat lash,

granot fo i bele. Shwayn enta.

Shwayn salut misis totis bet misie totis noansa i salut. Shwak

salut egen misis totis no ansa. Dis tin veks shwayn bat. Wit of veks

i tek misis totis i 'pepe ston' trove fo bush. Miiis Totis statkray
.

troi

ON,

Dat'Apepe dton' we shwayn trove am bin bina totis i sef sef. So

wen totis 4on fol fo bush, i wekgp stat kam bak fo haus. Wen i ants.

.haul i mit i wuman de kray an i mit_shwayn we i wan bon wit veks.

Totis: Ma kolhat, wetin yu de kray? Hu don bit yu?

Minis totis: Na na Masa Shwayn don tek ma 'pepe ston' trove

am fo bush. 4

Shwayn: tdopna mi a trove di pepe ston. A kam tek ma moni. A du-

yu gud nau i don ton bad. Tude mi n!), yg go wye wan fut trosis.

If yu no bak ma moni tude, syda yu kil mi o a kil yu. A don says da.

Totit: Eh, ell bo, ha yu de mek so? Yu tin se a fit chap ya moni?

A noba kiimr-bek-ya moni bikos a get plenti wok. A don get ya moni sins.

Fes oo brig ma wuman i pepe ston:If yu brig di pepe ston, a go gif

ya mom. .

4",

Shwayn: Dat wan na izi tin. A de go brig ya wuman i pepe ston. No

tray ful mi wen a kam bak. If yu tray, ma kotlas go ansa yu.

Shwayn komot fo gofayn di peps ston. I !tat fayn am fo di bush

we. di pipe ston bin: fol'. I stat dig potopoto wit i rhos fo fayn pepe

ston ; Sins shwayn no no se di pepe ston bin, bi na totis i set

i fayn peps stbn sote i no si am. I pas i ha i go go bak to totis we
a

i noba si di pepe'stdh.

Na di tin mekihwayn de stil dig potopOto wit i nos sote tude: i de

fayn totis i peps ston.
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The Tortoise and the Pig (Good breeds evil)

A long time ago, Tortoise and Pig were close friendly. Everything
was file between the two friends until the day famine broke out in

11P

the whole country. Tortoise and h. 'family had nothing to eat. Pig,
on the other-hand, had plenty of d and money because he had no
family and he was economical. One ay, when Tortoise could no longer
bear the hunger, he went to Pig's house ;

Tortoise: Is there anyone in?

Pig: Oh friend Tortoise, please come in. Why haveyou lost so much
'weight?

Tortoise: My friend, I have had nothing to eat forseven days. but
my friend Pig, why are you continually putting on weight?

Pig: What can I say, my friend; it's food. Since you've not eaten,
a. here is some food. Eat first and we shall talk later.

So Tortoise ate and ate until he nearly burst. When he had eaten,
his fill, he said:

Tortoise: Thanks a lot, my friend. If not fat you, I
I've come to see you for something urgent.
you to lend me some money..My first son, is
get married. he wants me to get him a wife4

Pig: How much do yol4 want me to lend you?

Tortoise: I would-like you to lend me'fifty thousand-francs.

Pig: Since you are my friend, I will lend you fifty thousand francs
as you say. When will you return it?

Tortoise: I'll return it in a month's time.

would have died.
I would like
old enough to

So Pig lent Tortoise fifty thsvand francs. But Tortoise did not
use this money to get a wife for//his first son. Instead; Tortoise
took this money to buy food and drinks which he and his family ate
and drank. ev

After one month, Tortoise did not return Pig's money. 74o. months
passed ; three months passed ; Tortoise did not return Pig's money.
So Pig went to Tortoise's house to Ask fox gds money. When Tortoise
saw Pig coming, he went and hid Ihroselfesadthe bed. He told hid
wife to tell Pig that he had gone on a jotifney.

Pig: Hello Mrs. Tortoise, where's your husband?

Mrs. Tortoise: Kr husband hai gone on a long journey.

Pig: When will-he be back?

Mrs. Tortoise: I do not know. He didn't tell me.

Pig:'All right ; when he returns tell him to brihg my money.
Pig went away. After anoth4or month Pig came to look for Tortoise but

againMrs. Tortoise told him Tortoise had gone on a journey; After six
months, Pig got very angry. He took his machete with the intentiOh-of
'killing Tortoise.



o

Tortoise was in front of his house. He saw Pig coming angrily from afar

with a machete in his hand. He knew, that there would beno jOking this time.'

He knew that thiagshad become very serious. So he said to bislwife:

Tortoise: Darling, things are'serious. Pig is coming witha machete to kill the .4

Turn me upside-down and grind groundnuts on my'stoMach. If Pig

asks you where I am, tela him I've gone hunting.

So Tortoise's wife turned Tortoise upside -down and started grinding

grounduts on his stomach. Pig came 'in.

fgreeted Mrs. Tortoise but she dit'not return his greetings. He greeted'

her again but still she did not answer.1.-This annoyed Pig, With anger, he took

Mre Tortoise's'grinding stone', and threw it far into the bush. Mrs Tortoise

started crying bitterly.

The 'grinding stone' which Pig ad thrown away, was Tortoise4iimself. So,

when Tortoise was thrown into the bu h he got up and came backAo the house.

When he entered the house he met his wife crying and he saw Pig almost bursting

with anger. r

Tortoise: Darling, why are you crying? Who has beaten you?

Mrs. Tortoise: It's....it's Mr. Tig who his thrown my 'grinding stone' into

the bush.

Pig: Yes, I have thrown away the grinding stone. I've come to get my money.

I did you a good turn but you're doing me a bad one. We're goihg to fight

it out today. If you do not give back my money, you will kill me or I

I kill you. It's life or death.

Tortoise: Oh, my friend. How can you be this way? Do you think that I!ve

'eaten' your money? I didn't come to give back your money because I've

been very busy. I had your money ready long ago. Bit first you must go

bring back my wife's grinding'one. If you bring the grinding stone

I'll give you your money.

Pig: That's an easy thing.'I'm going to get your wife's grinding stone. Do not

dare raay.tricks.on me whenI return. If yoli dare, I'll use my 'machete

on you.

Pig went out,to.look for the grinding stone. He looked for it in the bush

vhere he had thrown it. He used his. nose to dig up mud looking for-the grinding

stone. Since Pig did (lot know that the grinding stone was Tortoise himsef, he

'looked for it but he could not find it. He didn't know how he'could return

to. Tortoise's house withdut the grinding stone.

That is why Pig is still digging up mud with his nose till today: he is

looking for Tortoise's grinding stone:,

89
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3) VOC1ULARY

totis (also "troki)

r

ff

tayt (fren; kombi)

sabi tinletc..)

dray

tori

rich taym fo mari

boro (or 'tros')

bay

onda

waka

masa

lot) lor}

itotlas

domot

wit veks

tori (palava)

opsayd daun,

grayn (mash)

mash -

pepe ston

f awe

trorj troy)

set sef

don baje

A

Ai
toktoide (noted in Africa-for itj
i .

. cunning) both :totis and !troki' are
commonly used.

,

Close (friends)

to be.ecohomical; careful

pale; thin; dry; lost weight; skinny

to converse; to talk; to. discuss

to be ripe fortmarriage

o borrow, tb lend (notice that Pidgin
does not make any distinction' between

do
to 'bOrpow' or 'to lend.' The same
word is' used for both. Only the context.
brings out the'difference.

This usage of "bay" in the tale d ons-
tratlis the customary belief that
woman could be bought.'just like
any other household object; this is
why one would ogten hear pooplei say:
'A wan bay wuman: to mean ilm taking.
a wife

iback
ck; to'repay; to givelto ret rn;to pay ba

under

journey

husband

very far; very long

machete, Cutlass

front of,the house; doorstepL threshold

angrily . 0
This is an-expression to means Things
are very serious; things have turned
bad.

upside-down

to grind".

to grind! to,pound

flat ston used for grinding _,pepper

far away; far off

.46
1 f

'In this context it means 'bitterly'

oneself.

Se*
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I

bit beat

Mi na yu go wye van rut trosis

sayn day.

This is commonly heard when two parties
have a dispute and one party is deter-
mined to have it out with the other. It
means the determined party has madeup
his mind to give the other party 6
breathing space.

This is used to show extreme determind.-
tion. It can mean I'm prepared to die.
I've made up my mind to see the end of
this situation.

Why are you behaving this way?

Literally it means 'eat money'. It
really means to embezzle to use frau-
lently. To a lesser extent it can mean
-'to use money extravagantly ; to spend.

to dare, to attempt, to try

mud

Not to know how....,....

I do not know what' to do:

Wp do not know how to tell them.

That's '"why

ha (or way) yu de met so?

chop mani

tray

potopoto.

I pas + Noun/pronoun

lopes mi ha a go du.

I pas wi ha wi go tel dem.

Na di tin mek

4) QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT

A.

1. Ha totis an shwayn dem bin bi fes fes taym?

2. Wetin bin hapin wan de fo di hol kontri?

3. War shwayn bin get chop an moni pas totis?

4 Wetin mek totis go to shwayn i hqua wan de?

5. Foseka wetin totis dray plenti?

6. Way shwayn de soso fat?

7. Wetin totis wan se meklkwayn du fo i?

8. Foseka wetin totis wan boro fifti tausin fry?

9. Way shwayn no dinay fo boro totis smell?

10. Wich taym totis tole se i go bak di moni?

Wetin totis du wit die moni?
4

12. Afta wich.taym shwayn go aks i monitio totis?

'
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13. Wetin hapin difes taym we shwayn go fo totis?

14. Wetin.hapin di sekon taym?

15. Wetin bapin di nomba tri teym?

16. Way shwayn no bin'no se di pepe stop bin bi na totis

17. Way shwayn de stil dig potopoto sote tude?

B. Compare tortoise and pig (size, family status, cunning, etc).

C. Retelithe story as if you were tortoise.

D. Retell the story as if you were pig.
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5 A) GRAMMAR: When Tense Malys Are Not Needed...
).

1. As has been seen ihroughoUt this course, Pidgin hasa seriesiof
"markers" which determine the "tense",or time of a verb. I

de present

bin simple past

don unspedified past

go future

etc'...

You have also seen situationwhere these markers are dropped --
ire. no marker is necessary to expressthe time.

alWerative (Lesson 8)

Tanap! Stop! (or) stand up!,/

Wuna chop! Eat!

Mek i.enta. Let him come in:

b) with 'wen' and 'den% (Lesson 6)

Wen wok finish, a de go haus. When work is done, I go, home.

I de wosh'i mot, den i wosh He brushes his teeth, then takes
i skin. a bath.

c) With certain verbs: fit, sabi, wan, beg, etc.

These need no tense marker in thepresent (though in other tenses
they do).

Below are several additional situations where Pidginspeakers,
habitually drop markers.

2. Narratives

Notice in the first paragraph of this lesson's folktale Totis
an. Shwayn, the narrator is fairly faithful to tense maker usage:

'`Totis an Shwayn bin bi tayt fren fes,fes taym. 01 tin bin.dewake
fayn...Totis an i famili no,bin get omtinfo
Shwayn bin get plen -ti chop....

Soon after, indeed, after the 'first short dialogue,type narrator
begins to neglect his tense) markers:

'1%

"So totis i chop, i chop sote i. bele wan bos

After the secondshort dialogue, he seems to for et tense markers
entirely:

93
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. "So. Shwayla borc.totis fifti tausin fra9. Bet totisno yus din moni
fo bay wumpnfo i fps Lasted, totis tek di moni bay chopan
MIMbo, i an'f,Amig dem chop an dam drink".

This droppitigiottinse markers once the timeof a story has been
4stablish;ed'is very commWalapidgin. It is especially true intales

ori64 but may pd equally true when a friend is simplY recounting
e olevents.ihat happened this morningor yesterday.
tone oll'the salons is fixed, whybother to pinpoint it in
100hee?'One. action obviously follows the other. In cases
Tidginspeakers will only include the markers if they

e0464ary to clarify or emphasize a time o' show that a
Iittime:.has taken place. Note, however, that when tAlly quotea

sation in their story, they are faithful in their usage of tense
in the dialogue for the, conversation isnormal every day speech.. .

..E ressions with "mek..." el

ou have already seen in Lesson 8 that in the Imperative (with or
4 ut'"mek..."), no tense marker is needed. This holds true for
sairal other standard expressions using "mek...":

r

a) Na di tin mek;.,.

.,Na di tin mek a, kern
kwik -kw.k.

Ns, di tin mek
sofa fo-kontri

b) p:..wan se mekJ.

"This/that is why..."

That is why I came in a hurry.

pi 1 This is why all people i the land
were (are) suffering.

...would like ...", "...want..."
,

4' A waxi se mek yu tros I would like you to lend me some
(boro)mi moni. money.4 .,.

P'eter wan se mek yu
4ekop i fo nayn.

au wan se mek a helep i? Who wants me to help him?

Peter wants you to wake him up at nine.

c) ...layk se mek.:.

A 1.ayk se mek wuna.tok
soso tru.

A layk se mek ren fol
evri de.

... would like...", "...want..."

I would like you to tell the truth.
,

ra"

always.

I would like it to rain every day.
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.513) GRAMMAR: Prepositions

,eppalentl.depending
4, hnd many

Examples:

Pidgin has a multi-functiopal preposition, fo, which is
on 'the context, to the English to, on, from, in,

other prepositions.

1. A de go fo maket.
t I'm going to the market.

2. Ma buk de fo tebul.
. My book is on the table.

3. Robert komoe f_o Detroit. Robert tit from Detroit.
4. Lucy i mama de fo hausoarLucy!s mother is in the house.
5. Som man de fo do. $ere's someone at the door.

..ether :prepositions in Pidgin include:

'

1. Snelc de (fo) ontop haus

2.Pipol dem de (fo)insayd
choch plenti.

3. Tif man bin hayd (fo)
onda bed. 4W7

4. I haus de fo kona rod.

5. David tanap fo bifo
i haus.

de ste fo bak.Peter.
i haui.

7. Muyuka de fo midul
Kumba an Limbe.

Ihere's a snake on top .of the °roof.

There are many people inside
the church,

'A thief hid himself under the bed.

His house is near (beside) the
road.

David is standing in front of
his house.

I live behind Peter's house.

Muyuka is between Kumba And
Limbe.

8. Kamerun de afta Nayjeria. Cameroon is next to Nigeria.
Note that these prepositions are often combined with fo.

eme Additional Useful Expressions:

The following are some common Pidgin expressions which do
s:equire tense markers with the verbs that follow in the second part of
the sentence.

A de glad se... I'm happy that....
A de veks se... I'm angry'

A de fye se... 'xI'm afraid that...

I bi se... It's that...

Di tin bi The thing is...
A de sort se... I'm sorry'that...
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A de wonda.se...

I fit bi se...

A hop se...

Examples:

Di tin bi se a no'bin
get moni fo ka.

A de fye se ren go .

spol rot.

-84-

I 'm surprised that...

./ It may, be that...

I hope that...

The thing was I had no money to come.

I'm afraid the rain will ruin the
road.

A de sori se yu no bin si i. I'm.sorry you didn't see her.
EXERCISE I:

Make aLlist of ten things you would like the teacher (or a friend) todo for you or say to you. Use the expressions: A wan se... ; A layk se..;
Examples:

- A wan se mek ticha tel mi i nem.

- A wan se mek i tich wi paynapul.

EXERCISEII:

Translate. the following sentences into Pidgin:

1. He's angry that you. have eaten all the food:

2. I'm surprised that you do nit know my name.

3. I'm afraid that.you will not come.

4. It may be that they have lost their way.

5. What is in front of this house?

.6. Susan is standing behind Gary:

7. That girl is between two boys.

8. All my clothes are in the suitcase.

9. The/truck is near the school.

10. We are in the classroom.

11

-7. ASSIG i NT

For t e next class, prepare a story which you will tell inclass
without r tiding your notes. It can be either a folktale or a sequence of

events which happened to you. Try to include both narrative anddialogue
in your story.
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LESSON. 15

WAY TROKI I BAK BROK RAF RAF

Wan de som big big diva bin bi fo skay. Dew bin invayt ol bifan bed fol
dat diva. Sins fo rich fo skayman get fo flay, na opli bed-dem bin fit go.
Bet troki n bin ligan mis dis pati. So igo mitop bed -dew tel dem se met eni
bed boro i wan.feda met i to flay fo go fo di dine. Bed-dem gri. Enibed
gif troki wan feda. Wen'taym fb go rich, trokietokfo bed-dem se: "Mek eni
man gif i sef nem foseka wen wi rich fo skay eni man go introdyus i ser;
Bed-dem gri,Emimmaitr isef nem. Sow beTkolsi sefse 'Poli Poli' ; anoaa
wan koli sef se"Naytingel' ; anoda wan se i new na 'Igul' ; troki gif
new se 'Wlina 01'.

Wen dem rich fo.skay, dem bin welkom dem fayn. 01man get chye fo shidon.
Smol taym som savis bri9 mimbo i tok se: "Dis mimbona fo wuna ol. Mek wuna
oltdrie.Den troki tok to bed-dem: "Wuna don hyese dis mimbo na fo mi.
II4ift se dem go bri9.oda mimbo fowuna." So troki dril ol di mimbo.Thed-dem
.wet dem"on mimbo sote dem 'trot dray pas mak, bet oda mimbono kam.

Taym fo chop "don rich. Anode savis brig big bigh chop. I tokse: "Dis
chbp na fo wuna ol r; mek wuna ol chop am." Tikki aks di savis mek i tgk egen
mek ol man hye. Di savis tok di sem tin. Troki tok fo bed-demset 'Dem se dis
chop na fo mi wan. 01 an hye a savis tok. Dem go 1)749 oda chop." So troki
butdfo di chop. I chop sote i lik pan. Bed -dem wet site, bet chop po kam
fo dem. Den dem-no se troki don ful.dem. Veks an hongri pas dem-fo skin. I jos
pas dem wetin dem godu trkoki. Di onli tin dem du bin se eni bed tek di wan
feda we i bAn boro troki. 01 man tek ,i feda stat flay fo kam bak fo graun.
Troki bigin check heu i go manej kam bak fo graun we ino get feda fo flay.
Taym we di las bed wan flay go, troki tok fo i se: "Bo Poli Poll, a beg.ju
plenti, tel ma wuman se a wan jomp rich daun. Tel amse mek I put ol sot-
tin fo autsayd so wen a jomp, a no go bye hot. If i don putam mek i layt
faya. Wen a si di smok a.go jomp.

Poll. Poll gri. Wen i rich fo graun i go mit troki i, wuman, I tok fo ::ise:
"Ya masa se `i wan,tray somtin. I se, met yu tek ol brokin botulan ston put am
fo autsayd. Won yu don put am, mek Yu layt faya so i go si.smok, nose yu k

-don fifiish.."

4

/ So troki i wuman put dl haf haf botul-dem an ston fo autsayd den i layt
faya. Wen troki si smok i too se i wuman don finish put sot tin-dem fo autsayd.
So troki jo'm fol f0 brokin botul an ston. 01 i bak chakara. Na onn'day bin lef
i. Bet i wuman kari f-fo som trot medsin man. Di pedsinman manej sot's i
joyn troki i bat bet no bin fit ,bi layk fes fes taym.

Ni di tin mek troki i bak de haf haf.
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VOCABULARY

dina

skay

invayt.

bif

bed

mis

pati

mitop

eni

fega.

gri

eni man (eni bed)

01 man

intrOdyus

Poli PollIr
Naytingel.

Igul

'wuna O1'

savis

I min se

wet

trot
9

trot dray

pan

to* egen

butu

-86-

lik

jos

hongrk pas mi fo skin

veks pas mi fo skin

14

feast

sky

invite

animal

bird

miss

partv. feast

, to meet (has the idea of
going towards someone)

every; any

feather

to accept, to agree

each person (each bird)

everybody

to introduce oneself

parrot

nightingale

eagle

'All of you'; 'You all'

servant

It means that

to wait

throat

thirsty

plate, dish; bowl; etc.

to repeat; to 'say again

to stoop; to bend down.
Here it means: to-let-down
to somethip. .

to lick

just'.

I'm very very huggry ("Hungel
is.too much for ay body")

I'm very angry ("Anger is
too much for my body")



0

of

p.

.1

graun

chek

mane]

las

jomp jump
of soft

hye hot to be in pain; to feel pain
hye kol; hye hIngri; hye hit to feel cold; to feel hungry;,

to fell warm4 A

layt to light ,

faya4 fire
smok smoke
tray somtin to try something, to mate

ate experimen
brokin broken
haf haf pieces
chakara to break into pieces

»-87-

4

ground; earth

to think

manage

last

Na onli day bin lef i Only death awaited him. It
6 was only 1pft for him.to die.

trot) trot) very powerful
medsin man doctor
joyn to Out together," to add

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 0

1. Wetin bin bi fo skay Wan de?
2. Hu dem bin invayt-am fo delin
3. Ha man fit rich fo okay?

down 4. Way onli bed dem fit rich fo skay?,,

5. Wetin troki bin du so dat mek i to rich fo skay?

Wich rem troki bin gif i'sef?

7. Wetin di Mans weibirj brin mimbo bin tok?
8. Wetin troki bin tok f2bed-dem?

9. Wetin di savis we. i bin briiichopbin tok?
10. Wetin troki bin'tok fo bed-dem?

11. Wetin troki bin du wit di ch2p?

"HungeT.

1r)

is
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12. Foseka wetin hongri aq veks bin. pas bed-dem fo skin?

13. Wetin bed-dem bin du'troki?
.

14. Wetin troki bin tok fo Woli Poll?

15. Way yu tin-se i bin tok so?

16. -Wetin Poli Poli bin tok fo troki i wunian?

17. Way'yu tin se .i bin tok so?

18. Wetin bin hapin taym we troki jump?

19. Ha troki manej get bak we i de haf haf.

20. Wich kayn sens troki bin yus fo ful bed-dem?

4. A. GRAMMAR: Conjunctions

The common conjOnctions in Pidgin, include:
,)

Bet = "but"

I no get moni, bet He has no money but he is a good
gud hat. (generous) person. '

So = "in order that...", "so that..."

Tel am se mek i put of Tell her to ptit soft things out so
sof tin fo autsayd, so, that when I jump I won't be hurt.
wen a jomp a no go hye hot.

(Note that it is very common to start a sentence with "so" It
Pidgin; this indicates a logical sequence to what ,has receded?.

Mek = "in order that..." "so that..."

I de chop mek i fat. He-eats in order to gain weight.

,F2seka se; bikQs ="because"

A kam let foseka se a I came late because I woke up late.
wekop

I de veks bikosA!'no get. He is angry because he has no
kolhat. sweetheart.

Taym we.= "when"

Arati'lde ple taym we The rat (mouse) plays when.the cat.
no de. is away.

Sote = "until"

Peter. wok sote i taya.. Peter worked until-,he .was tired.

A don wet sots... I waited until...!
(i.e, too muchl)

If;I = "if'

A gci k1 m if a get aoni.

p

I will come if I have money.
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o m "dr"

lA no no weda Joim o
Lucy go kam.

an (sometimes, in older

Lucas an David dem
bi tayt kombi.

dude mi na yu go wye .

wan fut trosis.

(Note that Pidgin does.not
or clauses):,

A go kam ek am.

Totis i.chdp, i chop,
sae i bele wan bos.

B. GRAMMAR: Coumpound Tenses

1. Future Continuous

a.
I don't know whether John or Lucy

will come.

na) = "and"

Lucas and David are close friends.

Pidgin:

1,

-
r

Today yOd and I wil 1 ttle, tkis.

o1001119often use an to c ct verbs

I will come and take'it.

Tortoise ate and ate until.he
nearly burst.

(...go de...)
Just as in English, this tense is used to indicate an action
that will be' going on when another future action takes place.

I will be working when you arrive.
A go de wok. tags we you

go kam.

.Wi go .de pie futbol taym
- we wuna go bi fo

We'll be playing football when you
are in class.,

'2. Past Continuous (...bin de..'..)

Again, as in Englishrithis tense indicates an action going onin the past when another takes place.
A bin de chdp taym we

yu

I bin de slip taym we
tif man enta.

I was eating when you arrived..

He was sleeping when the thief
came in.

7

3. Note that the above two tenses, Future Continuous (-...go de...)and Past Continuous (...bin de...) tend to indicate a
longer action which is happening Wore, dUring and perhaps
even after another takes place.

wok)
1 1"."' Yu 5p kam.

(2:30 p.m)

p.m

4-----A bin de chop
41:30 p.m.. 1 p.m

Yu bin kam
(1:15 p.m.)

0,1
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40

4. Past Continuous (...bin de...) can also be used to express things
one teed to do" over a long period.

John bin.de klaym stik John used to climb trees when
taym we i bin bi smol pikirk. he was a chIld.

5. Past Perfect

The ...bin ton...form is used to express an action that.already

took place before another past action.

A bin don chop taym we
yu kam.

Lucas bin don go taym
we di haus bin bon.

Fish bin don finish fo .

maket tayn we i bin wan bay am.

6. Future Perfect (...go don.)

As would be expected, the.... go don....form expresses a future
action which is expected to take place/finish before another one,.

I had (already) eaten when you arrive

LUcas had (already) left when the
house caught fire:

All the fish the market had been
sold when he wanted to. buy some.

Taym we yu go rich
haus a go don go mi.

4.C.-MORE ADVERBS
A

When you arrive at the,house I will
have already left.

egen = again, more, some more, any more.

A no fit slip egpn. I can't sleep any more.

I no go kam egen. ae will not come back again.

. Atol = a strong agteement with a ndgative statement

Yu no de chop snek ?. You don't eat, snake?

Atol Never/Not

or a strong disagreement with a positpT guestion:,.

Yu de lay? = Do lou tell lies?

Atol .= Never/Not at all

Wantaym = immediately, right away

JMek wi gc5 wantaym. Let's sio immediately.

Dem don mitop wintaym. . They met right away.

Dhso ; Dasol = only

A don bay daso Paul.

A wan fo luk daso

Tu =. too, much; too.

.1 bolIght only chicken..

I only want to look.
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'1 to dye.

Tutu = too zuch

-91-

;It's too expensive

I de tutu wok. , He works too much.

Soso = always; all the time..

Dem de sow, drink mimbsloWhey ake always drinking beer.

5. ASSIGNMENT - I

tranplate the folkale of the beginning of.this lesson into English.

t 1

ASSIGNMENT - II

You have seen two stories in Pidgin which explain the origin of
some behaviour 'or characteristic of certain aniItals (Tortoise and Pig).

Make up stories in Pidgin to present to the'class explaining:

a) Why the lizard constantly does push-ups.

b) Why the porcupine has quills.

c) Why the snake has no legs. .

d) Why the giraffe has a long neck.

e) Why the chicken does not fly.'

rr
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ICKIICTLPIDGIN GRAMMAR REFERENCE

I subject .Pronouns

Singular Plural

a = I wi = we
-

yu = you wuna= you

i = lie, she, it de, ;dem = they

II Possessive Pronouns

Singular Plurdl

ma = my wi ;--. -our

1" ya = your wuna = your

i = his, her; its dem.= their

III Object Pronouns

Singular Plural

mi =-me wi = us

yu = you -wuna = your.

i = him, her (persons, animals) dem = them tpersons, animals

am = it (thingls, places) am; dem ='them (things,

places)

IV Relative or Connecting Pronouns

We (followed at some point ( who
in the sentence by the..
appropriate accompanying
pronoun: ilamletc.)

V Verb tenses and their markers

( -whose
( whom
( which
( that
( for which
C of which
( 'etc

Present Continuousi - A de kam

Habitual A de kam ( eVride )

1 04



Future

Imperative (I)

Imperative (II)

4i4
-93-

A go kam

oK,In

Wuna kam:

-Mek %/ulna kam

Unspecified Past , -A don kam

(negative : A noba'kam)

Specifiedror Simple Past -A bin kam.

Simple.Conditional .-If a get moni, a go' kam

r

Hypothetical Conditional-If a bin get moni', a fo kam

Complex tenses

.1.

Future Continuous - A go de kam

Past Continuous - A bin de kaM

Futtire Perfect

Past Perfect

- A go don kam

- A bin don kam

Hypothetical COnditional- If a bin get moni, a fo don kam
I,

ti

. 105



VP.

ft

-94

PAYNAPUL

Assignement: Below is a list .of, common Pidgin proverbs.
Find out what they mean

. . #

1..Trobul no de rig bel.

2. Mbonga bin tel, njanga, se wi go mitop fo,pet "Sup.
,

3. Wan han no lf tay bondru.

4. Dayman no de fye berigron..

5. Arata no de mek nyanga,fo;pusi i domot.

6. Sofli sofli kach monki.

7. Man no day, man. no rotin.

8. Eni wata de.kwench Jaya.

9. Wata go lifston.

10. fflokf'o mot no bi kago fo hed.

11. De no bi wan

,12. Hu bon dog?

13. Tiko Rumba dronk.

14. Wen yu 4:tigh han,; yu chop.
sr.

AIR

witi chif.

1 15. Man we iaks, no fit frobay..

16. Man we i get mot, no fit mis rot.

17. Adaman tin no put ay.

18. A gi asha kari Kenja.

19. Moni no bi sansan.
, e

20. Du mi a du yu, god no go veks.

21. Monki wok, babun

22. Ay no de shut bif.

ow+

A
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23. Gron bif foget i,o1 haus.

24. VI man day, koni man' beri am.

25. Map foal no fit halajo ala man i tcm.

26. Grop bit no:fit dig bd. fo vEtta.

27. Man we i tten i biabia, na i'go bye simel.
1 s

28. Rye to bye, tok fo de, no had4Fo mek vahali.

29. Kontri sitikAabi ton kontri tutu:

30. Toni bin fayn, tilt= laf fo banda..

31. Pik* fo haus pas kwobo'foloms.

32 Yu fit kot r tut trowe am if pikin shit to de?

33. Man no de kari, water fo basket.

34. Hori hori brok trosa.

35. Wakaman no de tort.

36. Trenja no de kuk kanda.

37. Gut fren pat bad broda.

36. Ryon sabi Xfot stiyon.
9

39.,De de go, kwacha de troq.,

40. Jam pas day, monki ch9p Pepe, kol am se njakatu.

41. Sup i,swit, na ma moni mek am.

42. Rod fo go Legos i izi, bet fo'kam'bakna waya.

43. Bele no get Sonde.

44. Dayman nobs hongri.

45. 14edhan de rob fut, fut to de rob hp.

4
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46. Sens no bi, dam) fo wan_ man.
. .

447. Smol no bi
48. Du gud ton bad.'.
49. Moto. no fit. waka fo kwata rot.
50. No wok we J. big .pas man.

fr
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